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Volunteer Guide Opportunities

Volunteer guide positions are open. If you wish to
volunteer for the 2026 Tour, you will recelve a
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Welcome to Our Home! It means a lot
to have you visit us here. Heritage Hill
is a community that almost wasn't.
Urban renewal efforts, in vogue starting in
the 19405, reached an apex in the
mid-to-late 1960s. Around that time,
concerns grew about the broad
out-with-the-old-and-in-with-the-new
practice. If you're from Grand

Rapids, you know how the extended and
contentious effort to save our 1888 Gothic
Victorian Old City Hall culminated in its
razing in 1969. (One of the homes on this
tour has a

stunning couch from Old City Hall, by the
way. You'll see that at 582 Lafayette 5E.)

The residents in what is now Heritage Hill
didn't want the same thing te happen here.
The majority of the histoeric homes and
buildings in the

neighborhood where you now stand were
threatened with destruction. It took
neighbors forming the Heritage Hill
Association in 1968 and working tirelessly -
in meetings and protests and through the
courts - to have “The Hill" receive
protection under federal, state, and local
law. Not all homes were saved before those
protections were put in place, but those
remaining now form one of the largest
urban historic districts

protected under the National Historic
Preservation Act. Within the boundaries of
Heritage Hill are more than 1,300
histarically

preserved homes, the earliest dating from
1843. We are Michigan's largest and finest
concentration of 19th and early
20th-century homes,

representing nearly every style of American
architecture, from Greek Revival to Prairie

We are rated as one of the best historic
neighborhoods in the United States by This
Old House magazine.

What is remarkable is what the
preservation of our historic homes has
built. Coming out of an era of urban sprawl
that saw pecple leave city centers for city
outskirts and suburbs, which devalued
community and exacerbated energy
consumption and public health challenges,
the preservation of our histeric homes and
buildings has brought people back to the
city core. Today, The Hill is proudly one of
Grand Rapids’ densest neighborhoods, with
approximately 4,300

residents within our nearly 1.5 square miles.
Many of us live in homes we own, but many
more

neighbors are renters. Bordering downtown,
we provide a cultural hub that interconnects
economic, social, and residential areas.

We love our homes, and you will too,
not because they are old or big, but
because they were made by
craftspeople who were careful and
caring in their work. The natural
materials and attention to detail give
visitors the sense of the homes as living
places where those who

constructed them and those who have lived
in them still remain in spint. The first Home
Tour was held in 1969 to raise money Lo




MARTHA'S VINEYARD IS PROUD TO BE A
PARTICIPATING SPONSOR OF THE
2021 HERITAGE HILL GARDEN TOUR

NEARLY 40 YEARS OF SERVICE
T OUR LOCAL NEGHBDRHOOD AND TO
THE WEST MICHIGAN COMMUNITY
FROM OUR CORMER LOCATION
IN HERITAGE HILL

PLEASE STOPF IN DURING YOUR TOUR
TO VISIT OUR FAMILY OF BUSINESSES AT
THE CORNER OF LYON AND UNION

)

MARTHA™S VINEYARD 15 OPEN EVERTDAY

FROM Ak TO 10PM
200 UNION AVE NE | 6156-459-0011
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243 Morris Ave

Hosts: Tom & Carol Postma

This Crafteman Style home was bullt in 1908 for
Addison and Emma Barber. Mr. Barber ow med the
Grand Rapids Bookcase and Chair Company, which
speclalized in Arts and Crafts (Mission) style
furniture. Very few changes have been made to the
original structure and character of the home since it
was bullt. The Postma's have lived here for fifty years
and are only the fourth owners, Their commitment to
preserving and honoring the Arts and Crafts style
of the home s evident in every detail.

The Craftsman exterior features clean geometric
lines, inset hal-timbers, a spacious porch with
integrated planters, and striking leaded windows,
reflecting the Arts and Crafts agsthetic.

A mix of mahogany, cak, pine, cherry, birch, and
gum wood defines the interior, which also features
original or antique lights and small, square
leaded-glass windows.

The Postma's have furnished the home with
hand-made wool rugs, period wallpaper, reproduction
fabrics, and cak Mission furniture, including
"Lifetime" pleces from the original owner's company.
A prized feature s the Barbers' ariginal grandfather
clock, which was returned to its place by thelr
granddaughter.

Lovely detalls abound, including exquisite screened
wallpaper, a hand-crafted copper fireplace hood with
a mirrored mante, and a light-filled dining recm with
a sunny breakfast nook. The kitchen hints at Tom's
Dutch heritage, and an original small reom by the
stairs still houses the home's first phone.

Continuing the Arts and Crafts theme upstairs,
discover a unigue floor plan with three bedrooms,
twio baths, a sunreom, and a mald's room off
ceparate hallways. Note the original cabinet in the
primary bath, where even updates respect the 1908
style. We are delighted to welcome you on a journey
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326 Madison Ave

The Houseman

This elegant Georgian Revival style home was
bullt for a prominent member of the Grand Rapids
business

community, Henry L. Houseman, and his wife,
Bertha Jesselman Houseman., Henry's father,
Joseph, had opened a clothing store in the
downtown area in 1852, back when inventary
included clothing for lumberjacks and Indian
blankets. The company passed to Henry at age 22
when his father died in 1908, the same year that
this house was bullt, After Henry' s passing, Bertha
sold the home a few years before her own death in
14847,

Characterized by a formal, symmetrical brick facade
with white trim, this Geoarglan Revival boasts a
central entry porch with Corinthian columns, flanked
by Palladian

windows, A five-chimney roof s adorned with twin
dormers, and sun porches extend from both sides.

Purchased in 1993 after serving as a sorority,
brothel, and apartments, this neglected home
underwent significant

exterior repairs in 1994, including the capitals,
brickwork, and a rew roof Architect Robert Winters
designed the pagoda and rear brick walls, and an
original main bedroom balcony was discovered and
restored.

Since the current owners bought it the interior has
been dramatically transformed from four
apartments (created in the 1940s). They removed a
central wall and cut through the first-floor ceiling to
create a two-story entry,

sweeping stairway, and balcony. Omate wood trim
was added throughout, with the owners undertaking
maost of the 2001-2003 renovation themselves, with

help from friends and family; professionals handled
electrical,
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573 Prospect Ave

Host: Suzanne De

Built i 1907 for contractor Charles Gant, this lovely
Georgian Revival showcases the style's signature
symmetry in ts window placement, central
entrance, and full-length porch with ornate,
hand-carved columns, topped by a gambrel roof.

Once a sing le-family home, later two apartments,
this property faced major fire damage in the early
Bls. The Stout family embarked on a significant
restoration to return it to a single-family residence
in 1985, adding key modern convenlences and a
mew kitchen, The De Haans, who took ownership in
1999, continued its evolution with a cherry study
and kitchen modifications.

Even with a complicated history and a few
MECEssary

miodern updates, the basic structure, floor plan, and
character of the home have changed very little over
118 years. It is so well-designed that changes were
mat often necessary.

A unigue and special feature of the home Is the
fireplace inthe foyer, imviting guests to sit and
warm themselves on the bullt-in benches an elther
side. Mestled Inan arched alcove, the firelight
reflects off the gold leaf applied to the celling. A
coZy parlor 15 to the right, and a large living room to
the left leads to the dining room that has an original
chandelier arnd a wide bay window, perfect for bird
watchimg. The kitchen has mahogany cupboards
with glass doors where Suzanne displays many of
her heirloom dishes.

Featuring leaded windows on the landing, the
stairway ascends to three second-floor bedrooms, a
study with a porch, and a bath with ariginal tile and
fixtures. Upstairs, family history comes alive
throwgh furniture, photographs, a flour-sack quilt,



Thanks to the many, many volunteers
without whom Home Tour would not be
possible. We
particularly appreciate these
community leaders:

Home Tour Steering
Comm ittea

Rich App

Carly Durham-Bruins
Suzanme De Haan
Kate Diedrich

Laska Mygaard

Tom Postma

Dan Rletema

Maria Zache Starkey
Chris Truesdale

Torm Truesdale

Home Tour Hosts
Suranme De Haan

Graphic Designer
Abi Larimer

Tour Historian
Kate Diedrich

Tour Photograp her
Jim Star key

Home Tour Tech
and Marketing
Team

Bryan Cody
Jeremy Czubko
Abi Larimer
Laska Nygaard

eff Thomas
Carly Durham-Bruins and Easepl

Brulns House Captains
Kate and Dan Diedrich Christime Albertin
Houseman House Faul Asselin
Tom and Carol Postma Anne Azkoul
Steketee House Bryan Cody
Stonecastle Dentistry Amanda Cormier
Jay Fowiler
Shuttle Bus Coordinators ~UZanne De Haan
Richard App Mary Hast
Norm Payne | Corewell Health Ab! Larimer
Tom Postma Leo Makll;ilr&n
Mary Robinson
Food Trucks ¥

Tom Simmons
Julie Walker

HHA Staff
Ticket Booth Coordinators gurly Durham-Bruins

Jeremy Czubko Laska Nygaard

Marla Zache Starkey
Carly Durham-Bruins

Anme & Mark Azkoul
Tom Truesdale

Tour Artist
Mei Chow

We are extremely grateful to Corewell Health for
providing shuttle buses and drivers; Grand
Rapids
Community College for providing parking and
the
shuttle bus hub; Don Dekker and the Meyer May
House;

Central Reformed Church, GRFPS, the Child
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122 College Ave

The Steketee

Thiz outstanding example of the Queen Anne Style
was bullt inthe 1890°s for Danlel and Gertrude
Steketee. Danlel was the son of Paul Steketee, a
ploneering Grand Rapids businessman who founded
the upscale department store that bore the family
name.

Typical of its style, this home's entirely wooden
exterior

features varied textures and a multl-planed facade,
creating an informal look. Bay windows, gables,
porches, and a prominent three-story twrret are
present. An

extension, likely added when the house was divided
into three apartments, now complements the current
owner's restoration inte a museum-guality family
home with an attic apa rtme nt.

The spacious wood foyer features a Minton-tiled
fireplace, a bay window, an elegant carved stairway
with a graceful newel post light, setting the tone for
the home's high style and craftsmanship throughout.

Thee owner's meticulous restoration of this home,
unusual for its 1890 apen floor plan and high
cellings, showcases custom carpets, bleck-printed
wallpaper, and gas/electric lighting. A significant
draw |5 the extensive collection of antigue furniture
and early mechanical devices, including a player
planc and even a display of Thomas Edison’s first
light bulbs (given by his san).

Entering the kitchen is like stepping inte the
Victorian Era, with an 1890's gas stove that the cook
had to put her arm inte to gauge the temperature, a
1927 model of General Electric's first refrigerator,
linoleum made from the ariginal turn-of-the-century
formula, and a servants' call bax

attached to several buttons throughout the house.
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236 Prospect Ave

Hosts: Kate & Dan

Buillt in 1907 on land once owned by Harriet Stowe
ard sold to her daughter Ella and son-in-law Scott
Thompson (partmer in Stowe Davis Furniture Co.),
SCHEDULE A TOUR OF STOP BY this simple yet sturdy American Foursguare has
worktheloctony. com rermalmed a single-family home with only five

77 sionroa Centar 5t NW, Suite 600 owrers [nover twelve decades, Kate and Dan
purchased it in 1979,

Grand Rapids’ orginal cowarking
spoce, for over 15 yeors

The home's exterior comblines a stocco First story
ard wiood shirgles on the second. A Palladian
window, a sahaged match to the original, graces
the central gable. The ariginal front parch was
enclosed as a sunroom (front door moved), now a
viewing and mosalc display space. The back porch
was enclosed to create a breakfast area with an
Upper sun porch.

The esterior reguired extensive repalr upon
purchase, and restoration has been ongoing, with
the owners doing much of the work, Unigue
touches, like painted ginkgo leaves on windows,
porch, and front door tiles, add character. The
dinirg room features leaded windows and
decorative wall treatments.

Thee window -rich main floor was opened in 1914
with French doors, highlighting the cak woodwork,
An antigue mante and yard sale columns accent
the living room. The kitchen offers maple cupboards
and counters, and a half-bath was included.

A stalmed-glass tulip window graces the landing on

the way to the second floor, where a guest

bedroom, a family room, a bath with ha nd-thrown

i cinks, a study, a limnen

' MIDTU'WN GMFHHEH b closet, the primary bedroom, and the attic entrance
- = H 'lh-ﬂlu-mi ' all branch off fram a 14' by &' hallway. The attic has
' ) ' o been made into a colerful playreom and an art

stud lo.
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Grand Rapids Community

College graduates step into
rewarding careers in high-
demand fields, or seamlessly
transfer to the four-year college
or university of their choice.

Bullt around 1880, this 15 the oldest house on tour
this year Early records are not clear about the
original owner. The house has passed through many
hands owver the years, Sometimes owmer-eoc up led
and sometimes as a rental

property. That kind of histery can take its tall on a
harme, and this property was I eed of TLC when
Carly and

Caszey hirst walked through 1t Recognizing the great
potential this heme possessed, they purchased It
barely a year ago and ever since have been
enthusiastically working te repalr, refinish, remodel,
ard Turnish a eglected house, transtorming It Inte a
lowely, lvable home for their Tamily

The arnate detalling on the exterior of this Classic
Revival style home s extracrdinary - lonke columns
supporting the porch, delicately carved details on the
gave supports and window trim, a dentll pathern
decorating the edges, and an inset scallop shell on
thee central peak. A southern bay window beautifles
thee dinlmg rodm, and another an the north
Hluminates the grand stalr landing. Matching rounded
dormers extend out Tram elther side of the roof.

Inside the grand esterior, a Foursguare layout offers
a

spaclous foyer This flows into a sunlt Iing reom
and a

dinlrmg reorm with a large bay window and a crystal
chandeller abowve an antigue table (by a former
buffet alcowve ). The rear addition Includes the
parguet-fleored kitchen, a breaklfastolfice space, and
a bath.

The foyer's open wood stairway has a scallop shell
mew el post carving, mimoering the exterier and
cymbolizing rebirth. Upstairs offers four bedrooms



Corewell
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h Spectrum
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Visit corewellhealth.org
and discover what we
can do together.

455 Cherry St SE

The
Buillt arcund 1BB0D by bachelor lumber barons
Ethelbert Crofton Fox and Charles Fox, "The Castle”
stands as a prominent Chateau Style landmark in
Heritage HIll,

inepired by a Scottish castle Charles admired during
European travels for his health. Charles
commissioned architect Willlam G. Robinsoen to
design it, utilizing rustic, two-feot-thick granite
stones imported from Scotland. The exterior boasts
crenellated turrets, bays, galleries, and gables,
accented by various Palladian, leaded, and
stairned-glass windows. A unigue feature & the
two-story oriel bay window on the west side, crafted
frem pressed tin and painted te perfectly match the
natural stomne.

E. Croften Fox, after a career that included moving
to Grand Rapids after college and becoming a
leader inthe lumber industry, was also active in
philanthroplc

endeavors. Charles Fox, a U of M graduate, joined
his brother in business and had diverse
inwestments, The two brothers, who never married,
accumulated significant wealth, and family
ownership of The Castle ended with Charles' death
I 1915,

Initially a single-family residence, The Castle later
transitioned inte a boarding house and then sat
vacant for six years, falling inte disrepair. In 1934, it
was purchased by a contractor and ingeniously
reconfigured into a

professional building, which it has remained,
housing

various offices over the years, including a dentist's
affice.

Stonecastle Dentistry, the current eccupant, has
been very sensitive to the architectural integrity of
The Castle. A substantial entry door opens to a
parler featuring original parguet floaring,
twelve-foot-high ceilings, and a carved cak stairway
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URBAN
PHARM

FEOFEETY MAHAGEMENT

Find the next place you call home today!

938 Cherry 5E
(616) 459-0068 / www.urbanpharm.com

Past perfect-missing

Art of the Table- missing

/- elpers

Live on your own with
- & helpar in your home

for over 20 Years
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Elders' Helpers provides a vast array

of home care services for our clients.

We work closely with our clients and
their families o determine which home

health care or homemaking services
are needed. We then collectively devise
a person-centered plan o provide the
highest guality of care so that our clients

can continue to thrive
in the comiort of their home.

500 Cherry Street SE

616-494-8305

www.cldershelpers.com










