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52ND Heritage Hill Annual
Weekend Tour of Homes

May 20 & 21, 2023
Tour Hours: Saturday 11am–5pm

Sunday 1pm-5pm
All tickets are valid for both days!
Houses can be seen in any order

Advance tickets purchased through May 19:  $20 each
Tickets purchased on days of Tour:  $27 each

Age 12 and under – Free
Tickets are not refundable

Tickets can be purchased in advance
by scanning this QR code:

	Online – www.heritagehillweb.org
	Martha’s Vineyard 200 Union Ave NE
	Art of the Table 606 Wealthy St. SE
	Select Lake Michigan Credit Union branches:
	 	 342 Michigan NE
		  1820 Leonard St. NE
		  260 Jefferson (inside Trinity Health)

Tickets can be purchased on the days of the tour online or at
GRCC DeVos Campus 435 E. Fulton Ave

Free shuttle buses provided by Corewell Health will pick up and drop off at each open house 
Curious about group discounts? Call us at 616-459-8950 for details!

OR:
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The Heritage Hill Association
126 College S.E. 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
616-459-8950    
Facebook: @heritagehill
Instagram: @heritagehillassociation 
Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Mon. - Thurs. 
Voicemail available for after-hours messages. 
EMAIL:  heritage@heritagehillweb.org 
WEBSITE:  www.heritagehillweb.org

Purpose: 
The purpose of the Heritage Hill Association is to 
provide neighbors a way of collectively building a 
healthy, historically preserved community in which 
people can  live and  work in a secure and stable 
environment.

Office Staff: 
Barbara Draughon, Executive Director 
Maria Zache Starkey, Office Manager
Laska Nygaard, Community Organizer

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors:
President
*Richard App, Madison SE 
Vice President
**Suzanne De Haan, Prospect SE
Treasurer 
*Carolyn Ferrari, Logan SE
Secretary
**James Scozzari, Prospect SE

*Bryan Cody, Prospect Ave NE
*Denise Cook, College Ave SE
*Jeremy Czubko, Morris SE
*Jeffrey Fawcett, Cherry SE 
Liz Hoonhorst, Morris Ave SE (appointed)
*Laura Joyce, Morris SE
*Abigail Larimer, Prospect SE
Kurt MacDonald, Trinity Health (appointed)
**Wayne Norlin, Morris Ave SE
Matthew Smith, Lafayette NE (appointed)

*1st Term 
** 2nd Term

Heritage Hill Association board of directors meets 
at 7pm at the Community Education room of Trinity 
Health at 200 Jefferson Ave SE. The meetings are open 
to the public. Please contact the office at heritage@
heritagehillweb.org or 616-459-8950 for access codes for 
any upcoming meeting.

Heritage Hill Association Contacts:
Finance:	 Carolyn Ferrari
Newsletter:	 Barbara Draughon
Preservation:	 Rhonda Baker
Traffic and Parking:	
Zoning:	 Wayne Norlin
Home Tour:	 Suzanne De Haan
Home Tour
    Sponsorship:	 Barbara Draughon
Social Media:	 Barbara Draughon
State Street:	 Barbara Droughon
Block Issues:	 Laska Nygaard

The Heritage Hill Association provides information and 
encourages neighbor participation to keep Heritage  
Hill safe and vital. This community organizing engages 
neighbors to work on issues that arise. As an association 
of neighbors, we have a strong voice but we have no 
regulatory authority.

The GR Historic Preservation Commission regulates 
the City’s Preservation Ordinance. Applications and 
approvals are needed from this city department 
before beginning any exterior work or repairs. 
Contact 456-3451 or rbaker@grcity.org.

The Heritage Herald - Circulation 4,800
 
The Heritage Herald is published by the Heritage Hill 
Association Board of Directors six times a year (bi-
monthly).  The views and opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Board of Directors. We reserve 
the right to edit.  Address correspondence to The 
Heritage Herald, 126 College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.

Typography & Printing:  Storr Printing Services, Inc.

This and That
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126 College S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-8950    Fax: 616-459-2409
Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Mon. - Thurs.
Voicemail available for after-hours messages.
EMAIL:  heritage@heritagehillweb.org
WEBSITE:  www.heritagehillweb.org

Purpose:
The purpose of the Heritage Hill Association is to 
provide neighbors a way of collectively building a 
healthy, historically preserved community in which 
people can  live and  work in a secure and stable 
environment.

Office Staff:
Barbara Draughon, Executive Director
Amanda Cormier, Public Safety
Maria Zache Starkey, Office Manager

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors
President
**Wendy Verhage Falb, Cherry SE
Vice President
*Suzanne De Haan, Prospect SE
Treasurer 
*James Scozzari, Prospect SE
Secretary
*Richard App, Madison SE

**Wesley Beck, Fountain NE
*Amy DeMott, Paris SE
**Kate Diedrich, Prospect SE
*Jeffrey Fawcett, Cherry SE
Carolyn Ferrari (appt), Prospect Ave SE
**Sarah Green, College SE
*Laura Joyce, Morris SE
Jeff Martin (appt), Logan St SE
*Wayne Norlin, Morris Ave SE
*Scott Opperman, College SE
*John Walendowski, Prospect SE

* 1st Term
** 2nd Term

The Heritage Hill Association Board of Directors meets at 
7pm the third Wednesday of each month via Zoom (during 
COVID). The meetings are open to the public. Please contact 
the office at heritage@heritagehillweb.org or 616-459-8950 
for access codes for any upcoming meeting.

Heritage Hill Association Contacts:
Finance:   James Scozzari
Newsletter:   Barbara Draughon
Preservation: Rhonda Baker
Traffic and Parking: Amanda Cormier
Zoning: Wayne Norlin
Home Tour: Suzanne De Haan
Home Tour
    Sponsorship: Barbara Draughon
Social Media: Barbara Draughon
State Street: Barbara Draughon
Block Issues: Amanda Cormier

The Heritage Hill Association provides information and 
encourages neighbor participation to keep Heritage 
Hill safe and vital. This community organizing engages 
neighbors to work on issues that arise. As an association 
of neighbors, we have a strong voice but we have no 
regulatory authority.

The GR Historic Preservation Commission regulates 
the City’s Preservation Ordinance. Applications and 
approvals are needed from this city department 
before beginning any exterior work or repairs. 
Contact 456-3451 or rbaker@grcity.org.

The Heritage Herald - Circulation 4,800
The Heritage Herald is published by the Heritage Hill 
Association Board of Directors six times a year (bi-monthly).  
The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the Board of Directors. We reserve the right to 
edit.  Address correspondence to The Heritage Herald, 126 
College SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.

Typography & Printing:  Storr Printing Services, Inc.

The Heritage Hill Association This and That
By Barbara Draughon, Executive Director

Garden Tour. A big shout out to 
everyone for helping make our 2021 
Garden Tour a success. We appreciate 
Elders’ Helpers, Peter Abertini Realty 
Group, Martha’s Vineyard and ALL of 
our sponsors for helping us surpass 
our revenue goals! The selection of 
beautiful gardens and welcoming 
hosts might only have been surpassed 
by such appreciative guests who were 
not bothered by the rains (and maybe 
a little wind… and some thunder). 
Gardeners are a hardy group with 
umbrellas and ponchos at the ready! 
And we can’t thank enough the 
artisan vendors who stuck it out with 
us at Pleasant Park. The rain was 
offset enough by bouts of sunshine 
to still lure shoppers and made it 
worthwhile for the vendors who sold 
everything from mini-terrariums 
to ceramic garden art. Nearly 75 
volunteers helped with the planning 
and day-of implementation and are 
held in the highest esteem in our 
books. It takes a village and it’s a fine 
village we have in Heritage Hill! 

Vaccination Clinic. Seeds of 
Promise is partnering with the Kent 

County Health Department, Great 
Giant Supermarket, and Grand Rapids 
PROACTIVE to provide a free, walk-up 
vaccination clinic at 1226 Madison 
SE in the Great Giant Supermarket 
parking lot. No registration is needed. 
The mobile clinic will be available 
every Thursday in July (starting July 
8th) from 1 pm-3 pm.

Call for articles. The Heritage 
Herald is your newsletter: for you, 
about you, and by you. If you have 
any news, home projects, or know of 
neighbors doing good things in the 
neighborhood that you think might be 
of interest to other neighbors, please 
let us know. We’ve had favorable 
responses to these recent stories 
which all give Heritage Hill a sense 
of community. We can’t guarantee 
we will publish every idea, but we 
certainly want to hear from you. 

Call for volunteers. As we’ve 
mentioned, it takes a village. If you 
are interested in volunteering with 
HHA, please let us know! Whether 
you want to help plan any of our 
annual special events or you have an 

Gary Rajah • Financial Advisor

616-984-6050
invest@grajah.com • www.grajah.com

We provide 
financial plans 
based on your 
goals, and seek to 
PROTECT WHAT 
YOU LOVE with 
appropriate levels of 
risk management. 

SCAN ME!

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory 
services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc. Rajah Asset Management and 
Securities America are separate entities.

by Barbara Draughon, Executive Director

8

Thank You to our
Donors for Keeping 
us Going! 

Ken & Kristin Bauer
Dave DeJonge
Jeffrey Fawcett
Linda Gill
Eileen Gould
Jay Grayson
Mitchell Hagerup
Kathleen Kirsch
Jim Payne & Char Kruzich
Craig Nobbelin & Mei Chow
Michelle and Tom Sinas
Shahin & Jeni Taheri
Tom & Chris Truesdale

CALL TODAY - 616.454.8305
500 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids

www.eldershelpers.com

Home Health Care
Homemaking Services

Registered Nurse Services
Safety Button

Medication Management

Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

Welcome to First 
Church in the heart 
of Grand Rapids - a 
progressive Christian 
community of faith 
that is inclusive and 
affirming of ALL people. 

We look forward to 
connecting with you 
online! 

GRFUMC.org I facebook.com/
GrandRapidsFUMC 

First United Methodist Church 
227 Fulton St E • Grand Rapids 

Please remember us when your apartment needs renters. Your dollars not only find 
you tenants but also support the programs of the Heritage Hill Association! You can 
list your apartment right at the website or stop by the HHA office. We welcome you!

Heritage Hill Apartment Rental and Home Sales Listings
All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!

HERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG

The Heritage Hill Association publishes available apartments.

It’s here! On May 20-21, HHA brings 
to you the 52nd Heritage Hill Annual 
Weekend Tour of Homes. This year, 
food trucks will be added to the dining 
options available to tour-goers and 
passers-by, alike. El Chef and Toya’s 
World will be on Prospect Ave. SE 
between Cherry and State Streets 
serving up Mexican & Southern fares 
on Saturday starting at 11AM. El Chef 
will be joined by Semifreddo (small 
sandwiches and frozen desserts) on 
Sunday starting at noon. Foster Park 
is adjacent and will feature tables and 
chairs for enjoying lunches or taking a 
quick break in between houses. 
THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS! 
Make sure to patronize your 
neighborhood supporters and thank 
them for their contribution to this 
much-favored event that showcases 
the beauty and history of Grand 
Rapids’ largest historic district. See 
the full list (to date!) in this issue of 
the Herald.
We ask that our Home Tour Steering 
Committee Chairs take a bow in 
center stage: Thank you to neighbors 
Suzanne De Haan, Kate Diedrich, 
and Christine & Tom Truesdale. 

HHA thanks Don Rietema and Tom 
Postma for their YEARS of providing 
the behind-the-scenes support. A big 
shout out to Mei Chow for her artistic 
talents and gifting each of our Home 
Tour hosts with original paintings of 
their homes. And, of course, we extend 
our immense gratitude to the fabulous 
hosts who have opened up their 
homes: Micki & Roger Ackerman, 
Eric & Liz Hoonhorst, Mary & Fred 
Host, Cullen & Katie Kronemeyer, 
and Dave & Andrea Nemes. We 
cannot forget the generosity of 
Redstone Properties, Stonecastle 
Dentistry, Cornerstone Church, and 
the Meyer May House for opening 
up their spaces to tour-goers. Our 
generous friends make things a little 
easier, too: GR Community College 
for parking, restrooms, & ticket sales 
space; the Meyer May House Visitors 
Center for hosting our planning 
meeting, opening up their restrooms 
to tour goers, and providing beautiful 
items that will go to some lucky 
volunteers; Elders’ Helpers for tour 
parking; graphic design help from 
Dusty Scheuerman of Dust Design; 
Central Reformed Church for access 
to restrooms and parking; and the 
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Tell Me About It
There was so much to love about 
the Garden Tour this year. But, we 
especially loved the new people we 
got to meet as we infused an artisan 
component to the day by hosting 
artists/vendors at Pleasant Park. 
One young artist really captured our 
attention and we wanted to know 
more about her. Twelve-year-old 
Ingrid Bott, with the help of her mom, 
Jamie, told us her story:
Heritage Hill Association: How many 
brothers and sisters do you have and 
what do you like to do together? 
Ingrid Bott: I have two younger 
brothers and one older sister. We 
like to go on bike rides and build 
legos together. 
HHA: Have you lived all your life in 
Heritage Hill and what do you like 
about living here? 
IB: No, we just moved here in the 
summer of 2019 from the east 
side of the state. I like living in a 
diverse community, and I especially 
like living in a neighborhood 
with historic homes. (I also love 
the brown and white squirrel who 
lives in the neighborhood!)
HHA: Tell us more about the academic 
program at Blandford Nature Center 
you attended.
IB: Due to the pandemic, it wasn’t a 
typical Blandford year. We didn’t even 
get to go to the school until the end 
of January. We missed out on a lot 
of activities and projects, but there 
were still some projects I was able 
to do that I enjoyed. Once we were 
back in school, we did lots of hikes 
to study birds, trees, wildflowers, 
and frogs. We also received stuffed 
animal chickens because we were 
unable to raise chickens the way 
Blandford students normally do. I 
liked receiving chickens, and it was 

the inspiration for my art. 
HHA: Do you look at photos of 
animals when you draw? What 
do you think made you want to 
start drawing them?  How do 
you decide when to use color 
and when not to? 
IB: In April, our art teacher 
assigned a drawing project 
of our chickens. We used a 
sharpie to draw our chickens 
and then added color to some 
of the sections. I really liked 
the black and white drawing 
style, so I started experimenting 
with other animals. Sometimes 
I use photos on the internet 
for the more complex animals 
and some of them I just draw 
from memory. I did use some color 
on the original chicken. But recently 
my elementary school teacher gave 
me a set of colored sharpies and 
encouraged me to experiment more 
with color. 

HHA: What do you hope for your art 
in the future? 
IB: In the near future, I will be 
opening an etsy shop (Little Nature 
Scribbles) to sell more drawings 
and cards, and in the long term, 
I would like to participate in more art 
shows and possibly go to art school 

West Michigan’s  
Best Choice.

A university-quality  
education at a community 
college price.

A WESTMINSTER 
.Lx:1PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

47 Jefferson Ave SE 
Downtown Grand Rapids 

westminstergr.org 

JOIN US DOWNTOWN ON SUNDAYS AT 10:00 AM

Absolutely everyone 
is welcome. 

someday. 
HHA: Where can we find you to learn 
more about your art?
Mom/Jamie Bott:  If people are 
interested in purchasing, my email 
is jamieclare1@gmail.com She’s also 
happy to do special requests - when 
I posted photos about the art fair 
in Pleasant Park, I actually had four 
people message me about animal 
requests, so that was a fun surprise 
as well!

your
Spring cleaning is upon us.

your

needs lovin’ too!needs lovin’ too!
boilerboiler

MENTION THIS AD for A free consultation. 

616-540-7918
lakemihcp.com

Proud supporter

Chop House for donating a gift card 
for a lucky volunteer. It takes a village 
and we have a pretty special village!
Did you know? The purpose of the 
annual tour is 3-fold: 
1.	 The tour serves to promote how 

Heritage Hill contributes to the 
diversity, charm, and quality of 
life in Grand Rapids and near-
downtown living.

2.	 Tour-goers leave more 
informed of the value of historic 
preservation efforts.

3.	 It’s the largest fundraiser of 
the Heritage Hill Association 
and accounts for about 1/3 of 
its operating budget to facilitate 
neighborhood programs, support 
the publishing of this newsletter 
and, in general, to assist residents 
and businesses in building a 
healthy and historically preserved 
community.

We need Home Tour volunteers! 
Volunteers are needed to staff the 
homes and direct foot traffic through 
the homes so that everyone can 
proceed at a comfortable pace and 
avoid over-crowding spaces. House 
volunteers who complete their duties 
will be entered into a drawing to win 
one of several items: 
	2 nights at the Parsonage Inn B&B 

in Heritage Hill
	Gift card to Chop House 
	Coffee mug featuring Frank Lloyd 

Wright’s “Michigan Masterpiece” 
that is the Meyer May House

	Print of the original mural in the 
Meyer May House dining room

	Matted prints of the prairie-style 
leaded glass windows at the 
Meyer May House

We also need logistical support to 
make supplies available at each home 
(make sure each home has enough 
hand sanitizer, booties to protect 
floors, and other supplies for visitors 
& volunteers). If you are not available 
on the days of the tour, we need 
people to help place promotional 
signage around the neighborhood 
during the days leading up to the 
event. Contact us to volunteer.
Attention Gardeners!  
The Heritage Hill Garden Club will 

be kicking off its 9th season this 
spring!  The kickoff meeting will be 
held on Thursday, May 11 at 6:30pm 
at the home of Kerry & Mitch Baldwin, 
320 College Ave. SE.  We typically 
meet on the 2nd Thursday of the 
month from May – September.  It’s 
a wonderful chance to check out 
the lovely gardens in our very 
own neighborhood, increase your 
gardening knowledge, and go on 
fun and educational field trips. No 
gardening experience necessary!  For 
more information, or to be added to 
the contact list for upcoming meetings 
and events, please contact Karen Coy 
at karen_coy@yahoo.com.  

Board Vacancy
Have you been engaged in making 
your piece of Heritage Hill a better 
place? Are you looking for ways to get 
more involved? Consider applying for 
an appointment to our board. Call or 
email us for details. 
Celebration of Life 
We are informed by the family of 
Margaret Bowles that there will be a 
Celebration of Life in her memory at 
Fountain Street Church on May 3 from 
5-7pm. Margaret, a long time neighbor 
and volunteer of Home Tour, passed 
away on February 9 of this year and 
will be dearly missed. 
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532 PROSPECT S.E. | HOSTS: MARY & FRED HOST 
This stately home was built 
circa 1908 as a Midwestern 
interpretation of the classic 
English Tudor Style, with its 
stucco facade, steeply pitched 
roof, prominent gable, leaded 
windows and the characteristic 
half-timber trim. The large front 
porch is a pleasant place for an 
iced tea on summer’s day. Oak 
graces the floors, pocket doors, and trim throughout the interior of 
the main floor. A lincrusta border in the entry, a tiled fireplace in the 
living room, a coffered ceiling in the dining room and a refreshed, 
tin-ceiling kitchen complete the first floor. At the top of the stairway 
there is a sunny window seat to catch you before you proceed to 
the four bedrooms with dormer bump-outs and a unique ceiling 
treatment in the primary bedroom. The finished third floor is a 
perfect living space for kids and grandkids when they come to visit, 
with an open bedroom, an office and a full bath. The mix of family 
heirlooms and cozy furnishings create a warm, welcoming ambiance 
throughout the home.

522 PROSPECT S.E. | HOSTS: MICKI & ROGER ACKERMAN
You will literally be “in the 
pink” when touring this 
newly painted Shingle Style 
home. Built in 1900 for Gerrit 
J. Johnson, the president of 
a cigar company, the house 
has exquisite detailing in 
the façade: a full-length 
porch with stately columns 
and wood railings, a large 
gable with an ornate oval window above, a sunburst design in the 
windows below, and some of the most beautiful leaded windows 
in Heritage Hill. The interior is as lovely as the exterior, with a wide 
stairway in an airy foyer, oak fluted columns in the center of a large 
living room and a newly renovated dining room, kitchen and bath. 
Upstairs, a sleeping porch has been repurposed into a sun-filled 
primary bedroom. The beauty is in the details of this elegant home.

414 WASHINGTON S.E.                                                      
HOSTS: KATIE & CULLEN KRONEMEYER 

Tucked away behind a graceful 
evergreen is a gem of a house 
that has been a labor of love 
for the most recent owners who 
have put their heart and soul and 
artistic efforts into the extensive 
renovation of their home. This 
Gothic Cottage was built in 1878, 
reportedly from parts left over 
from the large home to the west 

for that owner’s daughter. The steeply-pitched, gabled roofline, 
the decorative trim and the unusually tall, narrow windows give 
the detailed facade a vertical feel. The interior contains all kinds of 

ANNUAL WEEKEND TOUR OF HOMES ~ Sneak Peek!
surprises, with interesting nooks, faceted ceilings, a raised kitchen, 
back-to-back fireplaces, a sunporch and pinecone- adorned window 
latches. The windows fill the home with light. The owners have tried 
to maintain the original “bones” of the house whenever possible 
while being creatively modern in the decor. 

26 UNION S.E. | HOSTS: ANDREA AND DAVE NEMES 
Built in 1870, this Neoclassical 
Style beauty arguably is the 
oldest and grandest home on 
tour this year. The symmetrical 
facade has a central porch 
supported by stately columns 
with a steep gable above whose 
angles are echoed in the first 
story window trim. Arched 
domes with decorative pediments over the upper story windows and 
the rounded gable window soften the otherwise formal geometric 
design. The interior is just as grand, with 11 foot-high ceilings and 
elaborate trim. The cherry wood-encased library is extraordinary. 
There is a wonderful flow between the spacious rooms and the large 
windows allow for plenty of natural light. There is a sunporch just off 
of the dining room and a new deck on the other side of the house. 
The new kitchen is designed as much for beauty as for function. 
How many mudrooms have you seen that are big enough for a 
basketball hoop? Both of the owners are in the design industry and 
the harmonious blend of historic architecture and modern design 
elements make for a perfect family home. 

17 & 25 LAFAYETTE S.E. | HOSTS: REDSTONE PROPERTIES
If you have ever wondered 
what apartment living 
might be like in Heritage 
Hill, these two examples 
will give you a taste of the 
finest! Fortunately, the 
owners of both apartment 
buildings over the years 

have taken care to preserve as much of the original character as 
possible. The apartment on tour at 17 Lafayette, an 1875 Italianate 
Style home, is one of 18 that now occupy what was built as two 
separate living areas for the 
two sons of Martin L. Sweet. 
His home was right next 
door on Fulton and, at one 
time, a tunnel connected the 
two buildings. A stairway 
separates what were the 
two distinct “homes within 
a home”. The foyer has high 
ceilings, ornate woodwork 
and oak floors. The apartment 
has original French doors, 
narrow plank wood flooring, 
a fireplace, large closets and the bathroom has original fixtures and 
tile. A kitchen and laundry space have been added. 
The apartment at 25 Lafayette is stunning! It is one of nine in this 



5

building. Every detail of this Eastlake Style home, built in 1896, 
displays the height of craftsmanship. There is French tile in the 
vestibule that opens to a foyer with a parquet floor and a hand-
carved stairway. The woodwork is decorated with intricately carved 
floral designs in the foyer and in the apartment. Huge cherry 
wood doors lead to this first floor, 3-room apartment (which was 
most likely a parlor) with a sculptured tile fireplace, a dining room 
featuring a built-in corner hutch, and a smaller, simpler room in the 
back. Elegant cherry doors and windows with elaborate moldings 
reach almost to the top of the eleven foot-high ceilings. There are 
light oak floors throughout. Perhaps the most striking feature is the 
colorful nature- themed stained glass windows with birds, animals 
and floral motifs etched into the glass. 

48 LAFAYETTE SE | HOST: CORNERSTONE CHURCH 
This imposing brick and 
limestone Greek Revival 
edifice was built in 1904 for 
a congregation of Christian 
Scientists and was purchased 
by the United Methodist Church 
in 2013. As the church’s needs 
have changed, the facility has 
been sensitively expanded 
and adapted to meet those 

needs, always with the historic significance of the building in mind. 
Architectural elements that were removed from one area found a 
creative application in another. A recent addition blends seamlessly 
with the original structure. After climbing the steps past the towering 
columns at the front of the church and passing through the vestibule 
that still has the original tile, guests enter the “Gathering Hub” – an 
inviting meeting place with a cafe. Two original reading rooms are 
located here with fireplaces and leaded glass windows. The Worship 
Center is the heart of the church with a magnificent stained glass 
sunburst dome set into a vaulted ceiling. A substantial section of the 
building is devoted to the children’s and youth programming with a 
large area for the little ones and a new addition dedicated to teens. 
Creative design and fun colors make these welcoming and inspiring 
spaces.

450 MADISON AVE SE/ MEYER MAY HOUSE                
HOST: STEELCASE CORPORATION
Among the jewels of Heritage Hill is this meticulously restored 
Prairie Style home, built by famed architect Frank Lloyd Wright in 
1908 for a wealthy clothier. Wright designed his buildings to blend 
into the landscape with low, extending roofs, horizontal brick 
patterns, long rows of windows and the use of natural materials. A 
tucked away entry opens to rooms filled with the glow of nature-
inspired stained glass windows and beautiful oak woodwork. Every 
detail was carefully 
planned by Wright 
himself, including the 
furniture, the lighting 
fixtures, the rugs and 
even the dishes. The 
interior colors were 
drawn from the earth, 

with soft golds, oranges, greens 
and browns used in the windows, 
paint colors, fabrics and in the 
poppy- themed mural on the 
central wall by the dining room. 
From the living room with fireplace 
tile that glows in the sunlight, to 
the dining room that enfolds its 
guests in an intimate cocoon to the 
private family rooms with unique 
design elements in each, every room is an awe-inspiring visual 
delight. 
248 MORRIS AVE. SE | Hosts:  Elizabeth and Eric Hoonhorst
Impressive stonework seems to reach out from the earth to enfold 
the first story of this 1890s intriguing variation of a Shingle Style 
house. An off-set front porch with a bay window is nestled under a 
prominent gambrel-roofed extension that displays a detailed, arched 
and bracketed bay. A half-moon, stained-glass window sits at the 
base of a steeply-peaked tower. Delicately-carved brackets on the 
porch, another bay on the south side, leaded windows and a small 
back porch add to the character of the exterior. A parquet floor, 
extraordinary, quarter-sawn, beaded oak woodwork on a winding 
stairway and intricate hardware greet you in the foyer. Pocket doors 
separate the rooms – a lovely parlor with a stained-glass and a bay 
window, a generous living room with music area, a fireplace and 
a sunlit sitting space, a dining room with unusual circle-patterned, 
leaded windows and a remodeled kitchen. The stair landing has 
a cozy window seat in a delightful bay window with floral stained-
glass. There are six upstairs bedrooms including a primary with an 
attached sunporch filled with sunshine and plants.
THE CASTLE / 455 CHERRY ST. SE | Host:  Stonecastle Dentistry
Built in 1884-1888 by two bachelor brothers, Ethelbert Crofton Fox 
and Charles Fox, this Chateau Style masterpiece has always been 
a landmark in Heritage Hill. Designed by prominent local architect, 
William G. Robinson, the home is made of rusticated granite 
imported from Scotland with towers, bays, galleries, gables, arched 
and Palladian windows as well as numerous examples of leaded 
and stained glass. The oriel, 
two-story bay window on the 
west side is made of metal 
but tooled and painted to 
perfectly match the natural 
stone. The home has had 
many uses over the years: 
from a boarding house to 
an exclusive restaurant to 
its current use as dentist 
offices. The tour will include 
much of the first and second floors. The interior is breathtaking with 
a parquet floor in the entrance, and magnificent woodwork and 
fireplaces in every room. Many of the original gas / electric light 
fixtures and chandeliers have been preserved. A graceful Art-Deco 
figure will light your way up one of the most amazing stairways you 
will ever see – the centerpiece of the home. The Fox brothers were 
kings of the lumber, banking and railroad worlds and they built a 
castle to prove it!
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Grand Rapids Public Schools
(616) 819-2150

www.grpublicschools.org

Heartfelt Thanks to our 2023 Heritage Hill WeekendHeartfelt Thanks to our 2023 Heritage Hill Weekend
Tour of Homes Early Bird* Sponsors - Please Show Them Your Support!Tour of Homes Early Bird* Sponsors - Please Show Them Your Support!

143 Bostwick Ave. NE
(616) 234-4000 / www.grcc.edu

500 Cherry St. SE
(616) 454-8305

www.eldershelpers.com

2023 TURRET SPONSOR:

Grand RiverBuilders
h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g  res t o r at i o n

 1627 College Ave.  SE  49507
(616) 544-9337

www.grandriverbuilders.com

100 Michigan NE
(616) 391-1467

www.spectrum-health.org

2023 GABLE SPONSORS:

200 Jefferson Ave. SE
(616) 685-5000

www.TrinityHealthMichigan.org

2023 CUPOLA SPONSORS:

Peter Albertini Properties
(616) 291-3758

petera@grar.com / www.peteralbertini.com

615 Lyon St NE
(616) 726-6609 

www.nantucketbakingco.com

Redstone Properties
3330 Grand Ridge Dr. NE, GR 49525

(616) 259-9797 / propertiesbyredstone.com

2023 FINIAL SPONSORS:

Community Automotive Repair
846 Fulton St E

(616) 774-7048 / www.communityautomotive.com

2023 TOUR FRIEND:

2023 TOUR SUPPORTERS:

Grand Rapids

Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital
235 Wealthy St. SE

(616) 840-8341 / www.maryfreebed.com

2023 TOUR SPONSORS:
Art of the Table
606 Wealthy SE
(616) 301-1885

www.artofthetable.com

J Buckley - Realtor

Overhead Door Company of Grand Rapids
5761 N. Hawkeye Ct. SW / (616) 261-0300

www.overheaddoorgr.com

Pregnancy Resource Center
415 Cherry Street SE

(616) 456-6873
www.prcgr.org

Pondera Advisors / Jackie Taylor
5211 Cascade Rd. SE     (616) 956-3410 & (616) 446-8060

jtaylor@ponderaadvisors.com

Reagan Marketing + Design
912 Wealthy Street SE

(616) 450-4064  www.reaganmarketing.com

Downtown Grand Rapids, Inc.
29 Pearl St. NW #1

(616) 719-4610 | www.downtowngr.org

Art of the Table
606 Wealthy SE / (616) 301-1885

www.artofthetable.com

Mei Chow Creations
(616) 458-0471

meichowcreations@sbcglobal.net

Lake Michigan Credit Union
www.lmcu.org

Martha’s Vineyard/Nantucket Baking Company
200 Union NE / 615 Lyon St NE

(616) 459-0911  www.mvwines.com
(616) 726-6609  www.nantucketbakingco.com

*Further Sponsors will be recognized in the July/August issue.

Midtown Craftsmen, LLC
1600 Marshall Ave SE Ste A West

(616) 245-5970 | www.mtcrestoration.com

 200 Union NE
(616) 459-0911 

www.mvwines.com

BDO USA, LLP
200 Ottawa Ave. NW, Suite 300

(616) 774-7000
www.bdo.com

New Yew - Massage Therapy
233 E Fulton Ste 210-I

(616) 334-8901
www.newyewhealing.com

 Past Perfect
303 Briarwood SE

(616) 581-4416
www.pastperfectinc.com

Winter-Troutwine & Associates
937 Fairmount St SE

(616) 822-9491
www.winter-troutwine.com

Bryker Properties
558 Madison SE/425 College SE/119 Lafayette NE

(616)550-1168 | www.brykerproperties.com

Great Lakes Ace Hardware
1234 Michigan St NE

(616) 451-0724 / www.greatlakesace.com

Storr Printing Services
938 Cherry Street SE

(616) 459-0068
www.storrprinting.com
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Kent Decorators
Serving Heritage Hill since 1985

- Interior & exterior painting
- Wallpaper hanging & removal
- Patching & plastering walls & ceilings
- Lead removal certified
- Pressure washing
- We also paint kitchen cabinets

  And much more!

Contact us:

616-443-6684
josemrosalez@gmail.com

Annual Heritage Hill 
Yard Sales Day
Saturday, June 3, 2023

It’s time! 
Host your sale and join neighbors 

throughout Heritage Hill!

Would you like to host a yard sale? – Email or call the Association office at heritage@
heritagehillweb.org or 616-459-8950 with the address of your sale. We’ll put a list together and 
post it on our web site and social media.  Please let us know by Friday, May 31 for inclusion on 
the list.
For best results, advertise your sale on your own social media and with free-standing signs in 
the neighborhood. HHA will publish a 9AM to 3PM time period as general guidance; however, 
individuals may start and end at the times of their choosing. Remember to please take down 
your signs after the sale!

**What you don’t get rid of, please consider donating to various charities and recycling or upcycling options. If all else 
fails, mark your calendar for the neighborhood-wide “Dumpster Day” on September 30. The city will provide neighbors 
free access to dumpsters hosted in Cornerstone Church parking lot. Details coming later.**



812

Some neighbors made Heritage 
Hill Association aware some recent 
passings and even shared some 
memories of long time residents 
who will be missed:

Fred Lewis (Jan 16, 1929 – May 3, 
2021), long time resident of Heritage 
Hill, passed away peacefully at his 
home after a battle with cancer.  He 
is survived by his daughter Odessa 
Lewis, his brother Henry Allen Lewis, 
and loving friend Dorothy Douston. 
Fred lived at 535 Madison SE for 42 
years.
You may remember him from his spot 
on the porch, catching a breeze, and 
saying hello to the neighbors and 
people passing by.  He had a sweet 
friendship with his landlord’s boxer, 
Ms. Betty White, and of course her 
owner Liz.
Fred was a World War II Veteran.  
After he retired, he spent many years 
delivering for Meals on Wheels. He 
was a kind and generous man, and 
will be missed. 

Kay Courtney (July 28, 1934 – May 4, 
2021) passed away peacefully after 
an extended struggle with cancer 
and the residual effects of a stroke.  
She was born in Indianapolis IN 
and studied journalism at Indiana 
University.  She later married and had 
two children, Jim and Claire.  
In 1960 Kay relocated to Michigan 
where she worked as an editor before 
moving to Grand Rapids to become 
a residential real estate broker, and 
later establishing Kay Courtney & 
Associates.  She found her passion in 
real estate and particularly loved and 
appreciated historic homes.  Kay was 
known for her ethics, assertiveness, 

knowledge, and as an inspiring 
mentor to many realtors until her 
retirement in 2016 at the age of 82!
It is well known that Kay deeply 
loved her adopted home town of 
Grand Rapids as she was a long-time 
resident of Heritage Hill, a steadfast 
patron of the arts, and a generous 
contributor to many community 
developments.  Neighbor Liz Klinzing 
says, “If you live in Heritage Hill, there 
is a good chance Kay was involved in 
selling your house at some time.  She 
was referred to as the ‘Queen of the 
Hill’, and worked tirelessly to help 
people get into a beautiful old home.  
And it did not stop there.  She had a 
list of people that specialized in the 
restoration of historic homes, and 
would generously provide help and 
advice to homeowners.  She would 
invite you in to chat, share advice, and 
admire her beautiful home.  She was 
one tough cookie, but the people that 
loved her knew she had a heart of 
gold.  She was an icon in the Hill.  Her 
many loyal friends here will miss her 
dearly. ” 

Obituaries

GRPS.ORG

40+ SCHOOLS.
ONE DISTRICT.
YOUR CHOICE.
GRPS is proud to offer the region’s largest, most 
comprehensive selection of school choices in all 
of West Michigan including neighborhood schools, 
theme schools, and more.

Enrollment@grps.org 
(616) 819-2150 

The HHA team – Maria Zache Starkey, Office Manager (left); Amanda Cormier, 
Public Safety Organizer (center); Barbara Draughon, Executive Director (right)
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Thank You to our
Donors for Keeping 
us Going! 

Ken & Kristin Bauer
Dave DeJonge
Jeffrey Fawcett
Linda Gill
Eileen Gould
Jay Grayson
Mitchell Hagerup
Kathleen Kirsch
Jim Payne & Char Kruzich
Craig Nobbelin & Mei Chow
Michelle and Tom Sinas
Shahin & Jeni Taheri
Tom & Chris Truesdale

CALL TODAY - 616.454.8305
500 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids

www.eldershelpers.com

Home Health Care
Homemaking Services

Registered Nurse Services
Safety Button

Medication Management

Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

Welcome to First 
Church in the heart 
of Grand Rapids - a 
progressive Christian 
community of faith 
that is inclusive and 
affirming of ALL people. 

We look forward to 
connecting with you 
online! 

GRFUMC.org I facebook.com/
GrandRapidsFUMC 

First United Methodist Church 
227 Fulton St E • Grand Rapids 

Please remember us when your apartment needs renters. Your dollars not only find 
you tenants but also support the programs of the Heritage Hill Association! You can 
list your apartment right at the website or stop by the HHA office. We welcome you!

Heritage Hill Apartment Rental and Home Sales Listings
All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!

HERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG

The Heritage Hill Association publishes available apartments.

PLEASE CALL or EMAIL to VOLUNTEER
616-459-8950 or heritage@heritagehillweb.org

Let us know your preferred day and shift time.
Office hours are 9am - 5pm. 

An answering machine is available for after-hours messages.

Thank You!

gift a shift to 
the Home Tour!

Please volunteer to work a
3.5 - 5 hour shift and you will

get a free Tour Ticket!

Home Tour Shifts:
Saturday, May 20
10:30am - 2:30pm
2:00pm - 5:30pm

Sunday, May 21
12:30 - 5:30pm

PLEASE CALL or EMAIL to VOLUNTEER
616-459-8950 or heritage@heritagehillweb.org

Let us know your preferred day and shift time.
Office hours are 9am - 5pm. 

An answering machine is available for after-hours messages.

Thank You!

gift a shift to 
the Home Tour!

Please volunteer to work a
3.5 - 5 hour shift and you will

get a free Tour Ticket!

Home Tour Shifts:
Saturday, May 20
10:30am - 2:30pm
2:00pm - 5:30pm

Sunday, May 21
12:30 - 5:30pm

PLEASE CALL or EMAIL to VOLUNTEER
616-459-8950 or heritage@heritagehillweb.org

Let us know your preferred day and shift time.
Office hours are 9am - 5pm. 

An answering machine is available for after-hours messages.

Thank You!

gift a shift to 
the Home Tour!

Please volunteer to work a
3.5 - 5 hour shift and you will

get a free Tour Ticket!

Home Tour Shifts:
Saturday, May 20
10:30am - 2:30pm
2:00pm - 5:30pm

Sunday, May 21
12:30 - 5:30pm

PLEASE CALL or EMAIL to VOLUNTEER
616-459-8950 or heritage@heritagehillweb.org

Let us know your preferred day and shift time.
Office hours are 9am - 5pm. 

An answering machine is available for after-hours messages.

Thank You!

gift a shift to 
the Home Tour!

Please volunteer to work a
3.5 - 5 hour shift and you will

get a free Tour Ticket!

Home Tour Shifts:
Saturday, May 20
10:30am - 2:30pm
2:00pm - 5:30pm

Sunday, May 21
12:30 - 5:30pm

PLEASE CALL or EMAIL to VOLUNTEER
616-459-8950 or heritage@heritagehillweb.org

Let us know your preferred day and shift time.
Office hours are 9am - 5pm. 

An answering machine is available for after-hours messages.

Thank You!

gift a shift to 
the Home Tour!

Please volunteer to work a
3.5 - 5 hour shift and you will

get a free Tour Ticket!

Home Tour Shifts:
Saturday, May 20
10:30am - 2:30pm
2:00pm - 5:30pm

Sunday, May 21
12:30 - 5:30pm

PLEASE CALL or EMAIL to VOLUNTEER 
616-459-8950 or heritage@

heritagehillweb.org Let us know 
your preferred day and shift time. 

Office hours are 9am - 5pm.  
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Board Notes (Cont’d from pg 15)

reminded the members that National 
Night Out/Annual Picnic is coming 
up in August and the City needs us to 
submit a form if we want to reserve 
any GRPD or GRFD representatives as 
a means to connect with community 
and promote safety. The Community 
Engagement Committee will meet, 
discuss, and make a recommendation 
to staff on what the Aug 3 event should 
look like.
Amanda C. provided an update on 
the traffic box project. Rich A. and 
Amanda joined a neighbor volunteer 
in a presentation to the city’s art 
commission sharing plans to cover 
up to a dozen traffic boxes with art 
by local talents using paint that is 
resistant to graffiti. The concept was 
well-received and the commission 
awaits specific samples from the artists 
before moving forward with execution. 
Jeff inquired how the call-for-entry 
was implemented and Amanda said 
it was announced in the Herald 
which reaches every household in 
the neighborhood as well as emailed 
to various relevant artist networks.  
Another member asked why “Gardens” 
was selected as an overall theme 
versus a social commentary of some 
sort since art is often an expression of 
commentary. Rich offered that public 
art is generally restricted from making 
such commentary and this is a public 
project.
Suzanne D. provided a big “thank you” 
to Rich, Wendy, Sarah, and Wayne 
for serving as organizers and HHA 
“ambassadors” on the recent walking 
tours that have proven to be quite 
popular
New Business:  Maria Z. S. asked the 
member if they wanted to cancel the 
June board meeting due to the business 
of  Garden Tour. Traditionally, the board 
doesn’t meet in May due to Home Tour. 
Wayne suggested that we continue with 
our June meeting as scheduled and 
there was general agreement.
Discussion at the June, 2021 Heritage 
Hill Association Board Meeting included:
Treasurers Report: The board’s 
feedback on the updated/streamlined 
monthly fiscal report was generally 
positive. The staff noted that all is on 
track for ending the year on budget but 
the Garden Tour may put association 

★cornerstonemi.org
48 Lafayette Ave. SE, Grand Rapids, MI  49503
cornerstonemi.org
48 Lafayette Ave. SE, Grand Rapids, MI  49503
cornerstonemi.org
48 Lafayette Ave. SE, Grand Rapids, MI  49503

Join Us In-Person or Online
Sundays: 10am

COME AS YOU ARE

Your Heritage Hill home can become 
more comfortable, cost-effective, and 
climate-friendly at the same time. 
How?
Two main ways: 1) energy efficiency, 
and 2) electrification. 
Let’s start with efficiency. Increasing 
your residence’s energy efficiency 
is among the most effective ways to 
improve your household’s quality of 
life while also reducing its carbon 
footprint.
Here’s why: the cheapest, cleanest 
energy in the world is the energy you 
don’t use in the first place. Increasing 
efficiency makes an especially big 

difference for households whose 
budgets have been strained by recent 
energy price increases, and in older 
homes built before modern efficiency 
standards. 
How can your residence become more 
efficient? Replacing windows and 
doors may seem like obvious places 
to start, but according to the pros at 
GreenHome Institute (a wonderful 
local resource), these usually fall a 
few places down the priority list. 
Moreover, in Heritage Hill such 
projects require special approval.
Insulating and sealing leaks are better 
places to start, in many cases. Sealing 

can be done through noticing drafts 
and patching them with inexpensive 
materials.
Professional insulation is both more 
effective and more expensive. The 
good news is, sizable incentives are 
available to make such projects more 
affordable, with more on the way. 
The Inflation Reduction Act—the 
2022 federal clean energy bill—
pays up to $150 for a home energy 
audit to assess your home’s energy 
use. It also offers up to $1,200 
annually for energy-efficiency 
home improvements. And a large 
rebate program is forthcoming for 
households that reduce their home’s 
overall energy use. 
You can take steps now to prepare. 
Usually, the best place to start is with 
a professional home energy audit, 
ideally with a blower door test. You 
can see where you’re losing energy. 
And it will set you up to gain the most 
cost savings from future efficiency 
projects and rebate programs. (Again, 
you can get $150 off.) 
Of course, not every household can 
afford the investments required to 
prioritize efficiency. Households 
facing financial hardship can apply for 
the state’s MI-HOPE program—early 
is best—for efficiency assistance. 
A good overall resource is the 
Department of Energy’s: https://
www.energy.gov/policy/articles/
making-our-homes-more-efficient-
clean-energy-tax-credits-consumers.
A second way to cost-effectively 
improve your home’s comfort while 
reducing climate pollution is to 
electrify your appliances. When it’s 
time to replace an appliance, choose 
an efficient electric option—which can 
be powered sooner or later by clean 
energy—rather than a gas one, which 
cannot, and is subject to price swings 
and can leak pollution into your 
home. Heat pumps, heat pump water 
heaters and dryers, and induction 
stoves have all gotten extremely good. 
Here too, there are major incentives 
available, especially for lower-income 

Energy Efficiency in Heritage Hill
Contributed by: Nate Rauh-Bieri, College Ave. NE

(Cont’d on page 10)
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14

PRUNING • FERTILIZATION • PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT • REMOVAL

YOUR TREES DESERVE THE BEST OF 
CARE ALL YEAR LONG

CALL US AT (616) 245-9449 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

Board Notes

$20 off  any service work

Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!

Jeff Martin
Realtor®

616-915-2107
Jeff.Martin@CBGreatLakes.com 4488 Cascade Rd. SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49546EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

Discussion at the May, 2021 Heritage 
Hill Association Board Meeting included:
Staff  Reports:  Sarah asked Amanda 
C., Barbara D. and board member 
Carolyn F. to expand on the summary 

presented in the staff report about 
their experience participating in 
the 3-day immersive workshop, 
“Undoing Racism” hosted by NOBL 
with leadership by the People’s 
Institute. All agreed that it was a very 

eye-opening learning experience that 
demonstrated the institutionalization 
of racism and its systemic nature built 
over hundreds of years that has now 
impacted our very neighborhoods 
and the people in them. Carolyn F. and 
Amanda pointed out the analysis tool 
that was used throughout the 3 days 
and its potential for usefulness in our 
HH business and the value of creating 
spaces where all have a voice and feel 
welcome (from art spaces to book clubs 
featuring works for people of color to 
general community involvement, etc.). 
Barbara pointed out the timeliness of 
the workshop and our own long-range 
planning exercises and the need for 
intentionality in our plans and actions 
moving forward.
Land Use:  Wayne N. reported that 
he is now receiving regular reports 
from the City on the various zoning 
permits issued to HH properties and 
noted that most are pretty routine 
(rental certifications, new roofs, etc). 
He noticed that a few requests for fire 
pit permits have been submitted and 
was glad to know that those do need 
approval before installation/use. He 
asked staff to organize a meeting with 
our Code Administrator assigned to 
our neighborhood just as an intro 
and orientation for himself.  Amanda 
agreed to set this up. 
Wayne asked if there was any info 
from Spectrum yet about what they 
plan to do with their recent purchase 
of the house located at 324 Prospect 
NE. Barbara reported that her question 
to them had not been addressed but 
she will revisit it with them during a 
monthly meeting next week. Maria Z. 
S. offered that it would be very difficult 
if not unlikely that the HPC would 
approve something like demolition for 
use as a parking lot or anything drastic 
like that.
 Wayne reported that there is a delay in 
materials to complete the playground 
at Pleasant Park with a new completion 
date of mid-July.  He also called the 
Parks dept to point out a demolished/
vandalized picnic table at Pleasant 
Park and was assured it’d be removed 
promptly and replaced. 
Discussion also ensued about the 
pilot e-scooter program and notice 
made that it has not launched at 

households. See what’s available at the 
DoE site above, or rewiringamerica.
org/app/ira-calculator. 
Making your home more energy 
efficient and swapping in electric 
appliances has never been more 
important or cost-beneficial.
If you’d like to discuss these topics, 
or join me on a Heritage Hill 
working group on energy use and/or 
environmental stewardship, please 
contact the HHA office for details. 
heritage@heritagehillweb.org or 616-
459-8950
Nate Rauh-Bieri

Energy Efficiency
(Cont’d from page 9)

Thank You to 
Our Most Recent 
Annual Donors!
Kerry and Mitch Baldwin

Michael Cary and
Marjorie Loughrin

David DeJonge

Stephanie Gerdes

Jay Grayson

Kathleen Kirsch

Jim Payne & Char Kruzich

Mary Swanson and
Mike Milanowski

in Memory of Craig Nobbelin

Shahin and Jeni Taheri

Tom & Chris Truesdale
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REMEMBER HERITAGE HILL 
PROPERTY OWNERS:
There is a City Preservation Ordinance that governs all exterior changes, 
repairs and/or additions to Heritage Hill properties. Call the Grand 
Rapids Historic Preservation Commission at 456-3451 for information 
on approvals. You can access the application form at the City’s website, 
www.ci.grand-rapids.mi.us at the Planning Department section or at the 
Heritage Hill Association’s www.heritagehillweb.org.
 
This ordinance applies to all exterior changes, repairs, and/or additions 
to your home and property.  Items such as doors and windows including 
storms, yard structures, driveway and sidewalk approaches, and fences 
do need HPC approvals.

2023 DATES TO REMEMBER
All Heritage Hill Association Meetings

are open to neighbors.

9

Remember Heritage Hill 
Property Owners:
There is a City Preservation Ordinance that 
governs all exterior changes, repairs and/
or additions to Heritage Hill properties. 
Call the Grand Rapids Historic Preservation 
Commission at 456-3451 for information 
on approvals. You can access the application 
form at the City’s website, www.ci.grand-
rapids.mi.us at the Planning Department 
section or at the Heritage Hill 
Association’s
www.heritagehillweb.org. 
This ordinance applies to all 
exterior changes, repairs, and/
or additions to your home and 
property.  Items such as doors 
and windows including storms, 
yard structures, driveway and 
sidewalk approaches, and 
fences do need HPC approvals.

From the Desk of . . . . Sweet House Foundation
The Heritage Hill Association asked our neighbors at the historic Sweet House to tell us 
more about their mission.  
A beautiful mansion with magnolia 
trees nestled on either side of the 
front entry sits on the corner of 
Fulton Street and Lafayette Avenue. 
This house was built in the mid-
1860s by Martin Luther Sweet who 
was a Grand Rapids trailblazer. He 
became the mayor of Grand Rapids 
in 1860.  In 1861, he also bought the 
failing Old National Bank which he 
made successful. This bank was the 
local root of first Old Kent Bank and 
now Fifth Third Bank. Sweet also 
founded the elegant Sweet’s Hotel, 
which became the Pantlind Hotel, and 
is now the Amway Grand Plaza. After 
Sweet’s death, his home was sold to 
Ottokar Malek and used as a music 
school. After that, this grand old 
home became a second-rate boarding 
house. In 1927, the Women’s City 
Club purchased the Sweet House for 

their Clubhouse. 
The Club made 
renovations, 
expanded the 
kitchen, and added 
a dining room and 
auditorium.
The Sweet House 
Foundation was 
created in 2005 
with the purpose 
of raising funds to 
preserve the history 
and architecture 
of the House. In 
2018, the Women’s 
City Club moved 
from the Sweet 
House, but the 
Foundation remains. This historic 
mansion exudes timeless charm as 
an event venue and meeting place for 
Foundation members.
The Sweet House Foundation is 
currently offering a 15% discount 
on annual membership dues for 
Heritage Hill residents when you join 
the Foundation, just mention this 
article! For additional information 

regarding membership, email us at 
sweethousegr@gmail.com or call 
616.459.5484.
We enjoy being part of the Heritage 
Hill neighborhood and hope to see 
you at the Sweet House soon.   
Submitted by: 
Sue Pemberton, General Manager
Sweet House Foundation

First Park Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

10 East Park Place NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616 - 459 - 3203
www.parkchurchgr.org

No matter who you 
are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you 
are welcome here!

Worship with us
 Sunday at 10:30am

Located in the heart 
of downtown, next to 
Veterans Park and the 

Public Library

An Open and
Affirming Congregation

CALL TODAY - 616.454.8305
500 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids

www.eldershelpers.com

Home Health Care
Homemaking Services

Registered Nurse Services
Safety Button

Medication Management

Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

May Board Meeting 
Canceled due to its proximity to

Home Tour

Wednesday, June 7, July 5*,
August 2, 5-7pm

Heritage Hill First Wednesdays
Happy Hour

The Commons 
@ The Oakwood, 547 Cherry St. SE
*Please contact the restaurant to 

confirm holiday week’s operating hours

Saturday, June 3, 11:30am – 4pm
Versiti Blood Drive 

The Leonard at Logan House
440 Logan St. SE

Saturday, June 10 (rain date June 17) 
at dusk

South Hill & Heritage Hill
Movie Night at Pleasant Park ~ 

“Encanto”

Monday, June 19, 2023
Herald content deadline – 

July / August issue

Wednesday, June 21, 7pm
HHA Board Meeting

Community Education
Conference Room

Hauenstein Center, 220 Cherry St. SE

July Board Meeting 
Canceled due to vacations

July 1, 8, &15 
Shakespeare in the Parks

Tuesday, August 1, 6pm – 8pm
National Night Out /

Annual Neighbor Picnic
Pleasant Park, 400 Pleasant St. SE

Annual Dates

Saturday and Sunday, May 20 & 21
Annual Weekend Tour of Homes

Sat. 11-5 & Sun. 1-5
See page 2-5 in this issue for details

Saturday, June 3, 9am – 3pm
 (Individual sale times may vary)

Annual Heritage Hill Yard Sales Day
www.heritagehillweb.org for sale 

addresses

Saturday, June 17, 2023, 9am – 3pm
Heritage Hill Garden Tour

See page 13 in this issue for details
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The scent of roses, winding flowered 
paths, bursts of early summer blooms, 
what could be more inspiring than a 
peaceful stroll through some of the 
most beautiful gardens in Heritage 
Hill?  A ticket or two would make a 
thoughtful Mother’s Day present or 
could be a delightful way to gather 
with friends for a shared adventure.
Tickets are only $12 in advance or 
$15 on the day of the tour. 
For ticket information please 
contact the HHA office at heritage@
heritagehillweb.org or (616) 459-
8950. Or follow our Facebook and 
Instagram or go to our website www.
heritagehillweb.org for tickets and 
details.
If your garden is unique, charming, 
creative, quirky or a labor of love that 
you would like to share, we are still 

THE HERITAGE HILL GARDEN TOUR
BLOOMS AGAIN!

SATURDAY, JUNE 17, 2023   9 AM- 3 PM

THE HERITAGE HILL GARDEN TOUR
BLOOMS AGAIN!

SATURDAY, JUNE 17, 2023   9 AM- 3 PM
looking for a few gardens for the 
tour. Other than being at your home 
to answer questions on the day of tour, 
there is not much else required- just   
planting and preparing your garden as 
you usually do. There is a fun “garden 
crawl” the night before with treats and 
wine, so that all of the garden hosts 
can see each other’s growing works 
of art. 
Besides the joy of watching people 
love your garden as much as you do, 
garden hosts will also receive 6 
free tickets to share with family and 
friends -- a thank you gift and the 
eternal gratitude of the Heritage Hill 
Association. 
If your business is interested in 
sponsoring the Garden Tour, 
please contact the office for further 
information. You will receive free 
tickets and recognition in the tour 

booklet, on our website, and in an 
upcoming issue of the Heritage 
Herald.
Tour occurs rain or shine. Tickets are 
non-refundable.
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N e i g h b o r h o o d   P o t p o u r r i  by Amanda Cormier, Public Safety Organizer

numerous victims of this kind of theft 
out there, myself included!
Last fall, I made the decision to leave 
my purse under the passenger seat 
of my car while I went for a short 
mid-morning walk in northern Kent 
County. When I came back about 30 
minutes later, my passenger window 
was broken and my purse was gone. 
This told me that someone had to have 
been watching me to see where I put 
it as I exited. No other cars in the lot 
were damaged. I switched from using a 
purse to a waist bag, (fanny pack), or as 
I like to I call it an “adventure satchel”. 
Whatever you want to call it, my keys, 
phone and wallet are on me at all times 
now. It may not be super fashionable, 
but I can say that I do feel a lot safer 
that I won’t set it down somewhere and 
never see it again. If you’re hesitant to 
make the switch, think about keeping 
a spare adventure satchel in your car 
so that when you go to outdoor events 
or a grocery trip, you can easily throw 
your id, credit cards and other small 
valuables in there to keep them safe.
Coldbrook Creek Corner

The Coldbrook Creek Community 
recently reached out to us and wanted 
to share some information about the 
watershed as it affects the north end of 
our neighborhood (roughly bordered 
by Fountain, Crescent, Union and 
Lafayette).
The Coldbrook Creek Community 
recently participated in an LGROW 
event by cleaning up debris from 
around storm drains.  Stormwater 
flows directly into Coldbrook Creek 
without being treated, and from there 
it flows into the Grand River and 

eventually Lake Michigan. The result is 
the possibility of added pollution and 
sediment to our local waterways. For 
more information on how you can help 
with stormwater runoff, or to adopt 
nearby drains to keep clean, visit www.
lgrow.org/stormwater.  Remember: the 
water connects us.
Coldbrook Creek originates in the 

wetlands around Reeds Lake in EGR 
and from there flows into the Grand 
River in downtown GR.  The mission 
of the Coldbrook Creek Community 
is to promote education, protect the 
environment and provide enjoyment of 
this watershed.  To become involved or 
for more information please visit www.
lgrow.org/coldbrook-creek, or search 
for them on Facebook.

RReessttoorraattiioonn  aanndd  rreeppaaiirr  sseerrvviicceess  ffoorr  yyoouurr                                                              
hhiissttoorriicc  wwoooodd  wwiinnddoowwss..  

((661166))444466--33550033        CChheecckk  uuss  oouutt  oonn  FFaacceebbooookk!!                

hheerriittaaggeewwiinnddoowwrreessttoorraattiioonn@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm    

Restoration and repair services for 
your historic wood windows.

(616)446-3503
Check us out on Facebook!       

heritagewindowrestoration@gmail.com 
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N e i g h b o r h o o d   P o t p o u r r i  by Amanda Cormier, Public Safety Organizer

Speeding
Thank you to everyone who responded 
to our recent survey sent to neighbors 
via our e-alert email system. We 
found that speeding vehicles on our 
neighborhood streets is a concern 
shared by a lot of folks. One way of 
measuring speeding traffic has been to 
place a speed board along streets with 

known high speed rates. The speed 
board measures vehicle speed and then 
records speed, time and amount of 
vehicles and then the data can be used 
to see if more permanent measures 
are needed. Effective July 1, 2021, 
speed board requests are now being 
handled by the Mobile GR Department 
of the City of Grand Rapids. No need to 

contact GRPD for this any longer.
Due to staffing shortages, GRPD have 
been unable to have officers enforce 
speeding as they have in the past. The 
speed board can be requested via 311 
(call 311 or download City of GR 311 
app). I can help organize getting a 
large order of “slow down” signs that 
residents can purchase to put in their 
yards, especially folks who live near 
parks where kids are often crossing. 
Please reach out to me if interested!
Vehicle Thefts Continue 
Stolen Vehicles have been on the 
increase nationwide, including right 
here in Grand Rapids. Vehicles are both 
stolen from and recovered in Heritage 
Hill so help do your part to prevent 
vehicle theft. Never leave your car 
running while unoccupied and always 
take your keys and valuables with you 
when you exit. It only takes a moment 
for someone to see a running vehicle 
and then take off with it.
GRPD has also found that stolen 
vehicles are being used during cell 
phone store break-ins and other 
activities. Gas stations, laundromats, 
convenience stores, anywhere it’s a 
quick trip in and out is a target for 
people to sit and watch for running 
vehicles. Lock it up every time! Owners 
of stolen vehicles often report that 
they are leaving their keys inside the 
vehicle….Please take your keys with 
you.
Stolen Purses
Be aware that purses/small handheld 
bags being taken from cars and 
shopping carts at stores. Take it with 
you when you’re shopping and keep it 
with you at all times. I know there are 
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N e i g h b o r h o o d  P o t p o u r r i
Let’s go (Block) Clubbing
Laska here, and I’m going to start a 
Block Club. It’s not something I’ve 
ever done before, and I’m sure that 
there will be bumps in the road, but 
I’m looking forward to it. And I’m 
going to take you with me as I go 
long, updating you on progress (and 
problems) as I go along. Hopefully, it 

will inform and, maybe, inspire.
I’ve had a little block club experience. 
When we lived in East St Paul, 
Minnesota, for twelve years before 
moving to Heritage Hill in 2019, we 
had a close-knit block. There was a 
Fourth of July picnic and parade of 
kids every summer. Most winters, 

there was a progressive dinner where 
we trudged through -40 degree 
windchills to have hors d'oeuvres 
at one house, soup at the next, and 
dessert and hot beverages at the last. 
Throughout the year, all the parents 
at home during the day helped herd 
– and corral – the pack of kids we 
were spawning. Some neighbors 
kept more private, but overall we 
looked out for one another. There was 
nothing formal, though Diane was our 
unofficial “Captain”, because she kept 
a list of who lived where and had the 
only yard big enough for a large picnic.
It seems there is no one right way 
to have a block club, based on what 
I’ve read and people I’ve spoken 
to. No doubt, each has its own 
personality, distilled out of varied 
elements. There’s the city and 
larger neighborhood, the economic 
environment, the variety of home 
types and styles, the history of what 
has come before and all the personal 
history that each resident brings, their 
interests and concerns. But something 
most block clubs have in common is 
a lot of potential benefits for member 
neighbors. Once a club is started, it is 
easier for all of this to happen:
•	 socializing with neighbors (a 

personal favorite)
•	 working together for community 

changes
•	 sharing information about local 

issues and meeting with local 
officials

•	 ensuring your block has a voice
•	 organizing block cleanups and 

events
•	 identifying and taking turns 

checking up on vulnerable 
neighbors

•	 exchanging child care or finding 
babysitters

•	 sharing things – like rakes or 
snow shovels – and services – like 
raking or painting

•	 addressing safety concerns
•	 keeping in communication about 

all of the above
•	 becoming a conduit for 

information from your friendly 
Neighborhood Association 

My ‘block’ in Heritage Hill is actually 

A 100 year old home, with a new garage to match.

Proudly Serving Heritage Hill for 73 Years 

Overhead Door Company | 616.261.0300 | overheaddoorgr.com
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Pleasant Park yet as expected. Various 
points were made about its potential 
for injury and traffic/pedestrian 
hazards. Questions were raised about 
who has the powers of enforcement 
(GRPD? MobileGR? The company 
itself?) Amanda reported that she has 
had conversations with GRPD and 
MobileGR and neither is enforcing 
the safety rules of the scooters. John 
suggested that without enforcement, 
there is chaos; and drivers and cyclists 
are beholden to alcohol laws, therefore 
scooter riders should be, too.  Amanda 
promised to make MobileGR aware of 
the concerns. Rich added the GRPD 
has substantial limitations right now 
and personal responsibility related 
to wearing helmets, etc. cannot be 
underestimated, as well.
Wayne asked for further info on the 
WOOD-TV proposal to the city to install 
perimeter security fencing. Staff noted 
that the station is already closely 
engaged with the Historic Preservation 
Office during the design phase to make 
sure anything proposed is within the 
guidelines of that office. The station 
confirmed last week that the design 
will include a gate at the bottom 
of the driveway that will prohibit 
pedestrian and automotive traffic alike 
from gaining entry to the property 
without key card access. Various board 
members expressed dismay at the 
decision by the station and concern for 
what message a perimeter fence could 
send to the community if the design 
leans toward imposing vs. subtle. 
Staff emphasized that this design will 
require the HHA offices to move to a 
location better suited to public access 
and will be in close communication 
with station leaders about construction 
schedules as well as designs.
Fundraising / Garden Tour:  Kate D. 
requested that members start pushing 
ticket sales for the Garden Tour. 
Board members asked for an update 
on their volunteer assignments and 
Barbara promised to communicate 
their inquiries to the Garden Tour 
committee.  Kate asked for ideas on 
donations of hand sanitizer and Sarah 
offered to inquire at the Rapid for a 
donation.  
Community Engagement:  Sarah G. 



15

by Laska NygaardN e i g h b o r h o o d  P o t p o u r r i
the two sides of Madison Avenue SE, 
between Cherry and Wealthy. From 
neighbors, I know there once was an 
active block club before, and we’ll 
see what we build next. What I’m 
thinking of now is getting started: 
starting to connect with neighbors, 
starting to get us a little organized, 
starting to find out what we would 
like to do together, what a block club 
could be for us. In conjunction with 
this, I’m going to write about it for 
you in this hardcopy ‘blog’ of sorts. 
And, I’ll be creating a ‘block club kit’ 
for Heritage Hill neighbors. It will 
include something like a handbook, 
but nothing prescriptive – more a 
collection of information, insights, 
ideas and possible practices. And we 
will have sample resources –from a 
sample meeting agenda to a sample 
list of roles – that neighbors can refer 
to in setting up a club, and so on.
As this begins, I’d love to hear from 
you. What are your thoughts about 
block clubs? Do you have one now 
(I know some of you do!)? What 
would be your ideal? And a big thing 
we’ll work on here at Heritage Hill 
Association is, how can we help you 
get there? Reach out at: laska@
heritagehillweb.org, or 616-459-8950.
Thanks for reading and, until next 
time, thanks in advance for being a 
good neighbor!
Safety Corner
Eliminating Hiding Places

As spring springs, keep in mind Crime 
Prevention Through Environmental 
Design (CPTED) principles. Trees, 
shrubs and structures around our 
homes add beauty but can also 
provide a handy hiding place for 
trouble. Trees and plants close to 
your home should be maintained so 
that they cannot be used for cover. In 
landscaping, you may want to opt for 
smaller flowers and bushes. If you 
have trees near windows, consider 
removing the tree or removing lower 
branches, or taking extra steps to 
secure the windows or even planting 
shrubs of the thornier type. Also, 
to avoid attracting thieves, keep 
possessions such as ladders and tools 

stored away. Lock gates, sheds and 
garages. Avoid keeping pricey items 
on display in your yard. And consider 
posting security signs and stickers – 
even if you don’t have a system – to 
dissuade intruders. Please chime 

Gary Rajah • Financial Advisor

616-984-6050
invest@grajah.com • www.grajah.com

We provide 
financial plans 
based on your 
goals, and seek to 

with
appropriate levels of  
risk management. 

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory  
services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc. Rajah Asset Management and  
Securities America are separate entities.

SCAN ME!

in and let us know if you take any 
of these steps! Contact us as well if 
you would like a free Home Security 
Assessment based on CPTED so that 
we can help you with solutions.

(Cont’d on page 17)
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N e i g h b o r h o o d   P o t p o u r r i  by Amanda Cormier, Public Safety Organizer

Speeding
Thank you to everyone who responded 
to our recent survey sent to neighbors 
via our e-alert email system. We 
found that speeding vehicles on our 
neighborhood streets is a concern 
shared by a lot of folks. One way of 
measuring speeding traffic has been to 
place a speed board along streets with 

known high speed rates. The speed 
board measures vehicle speed and then 
records speed, time and amount of 
vehicles and then the data can be used 
to see if more permanent measures 
are needed. Effective July 1, 2021, 
speed board requests are now being 
handled by the Mobile GR Department 
of the City of Grand Rapids. No need to 

contact GRPD for this any longer.
Due to staffing shortages, GRPD have 
been unable to have officers enforce 
speeding as they have in the past. The 
speed board can be requested via 311 
(call 311 or download City of GR 311 
app). I can help organize getting a 
large order of “slow down” signs that 
residents can purchase to put in their 
yards, especially folks who live near 
parks where kids are often crossing. 
Please reach out to me if interested!
Vehicle Thefts Continue 
Stolen Vehicles have been on the 
increase nationwide, including right 
here in Grand Rapids. Vehicles are both 
stolen from and recovered in Heritage 
Hill so help do your part to prevent 
vehicle theft. Never leave your car 
running while unoccupied and always 
take your keys and valuables with you 
when you exit. It only takes a moment 
for someone to see a running vehicle 
and then take off with it.
GRPD has also found that stolen 
vehicles are being used during cell 
phone store break-ins and other 
activities. Gas stations, laundromats, 
convenience stores, anywhere it’s a 
quick trip in and out is a target for 
people to sit and watch for running 
vehicles. Lock it up every time! Owners 
of stolen vehicles often report that 
they are leaving their keys inside the 
vehicle….Please take your keys with 
you.
Stolen Purses
Be aware that purses/small handheld 
bags being taken from cars and 
shopping carts at stores. Take it with 
you when you’re shopping and keep it 
with you at all times. I know there are 
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First Park Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

10 East Park Place NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616 - 459 - 3203
www.parkchurchgr.org

No matter who you 
are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you 
are welcome here!

Worship with us
 Sunday at 10:30am

Located in the heart 
of downtown, next to 
Veterans Park and the 

Public Library

An Open and
Affirming Congregation
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Fully Insured
EPA Lead Certified

Quality Craftsmanship at Competitive Rates
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How to protect Yourself and Others During the Latest COVID-19 Surge
By Mercy Health

spreading it. Washing your hands 
often can also protect you from 
other common viruses such as the 
flu and RSV, which are circulating 
at high levels this year.

•	 Stay home if you’re sick. The 
best way to prevent the spread of 
any illness is by staying home and 
away from others when you’re not 
feeling well.

•	 If you suspect you may have 
COVID-19, get tested. We have 
COVID-19 testing available 
across West Michigan; you can 
contact your Mercy Health 
Physician Partners provider for 
assistance with scheduling or use 
our online scheduling option at 
www.MercyHealth.com/COVID. 
Please do not visit the Emergency 
Department for a COVID test, 
unless you are experiencing life-
threatening symptoms. 

For more information or to schedule 
a vaccine appointment, visit www.
MercyHealth.com/COVID.
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Thank You to our
Donors for Keeping 
us Going! 

Ken & Kristin Bauer
Dave DeJonge
Jeffrey Fawcett
Linda Gill
Eileen Gould
Jay Grayson
Mitchell Hagerup
Kathleen Kirsch
Jim Payne & Char Kruzich
Craig Nobbelin & Mei Chow
Michelle and Tom Sinas
Shahin & Jeni Taheri
Tom & Chris Truesdale

CALL TODAY - 616.454.8305
500 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids

www.eldershelpers.com

Home Health Care
Homemaking Services

Registered Nurse Services
Safety Button

Medication Management

Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

Welcome to First 
Church in the heart 
of Grand Rapids - a 
progressive Christian 
community of faith 
that is inclusive and 
affirming of ALL people. 

We look forward to 
connecting with you 
online! 

GRFUMC.org I facebook.com/
GrandRapidsFUMC 

First United Methodist Church 
227 Fulton St E • Grand Rapids 

Please remember us when your apartment needs renters. Your dollars not only find 
you tenants but also support the programs of the Heritage Hill Association! You can 
list your apartment right at the website or stop by the HHA office. We welcome you!

Heritage Hill Apartment Rental and Home Sales Listings
All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!

HERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG

The Heritage Hill Association publishes available apartments.
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PRUNING • FERTILIZATION • PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT • REMOVAL

YOUR TREES DESERVE THE BEST OF 
CARE ALL YEAR LONG

CALL US AT (616) 245-9449 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

Board Notes

$20 off  any service work

Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!

Jeff Martin
Realtor®

616-915-2107
Jeff.Martin@CBGreatLakes.com 4488 Cascade Rd. SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49546EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

Discussion at the May, 2021 Heritage 
Hill Association Board Meeting included:
Staff  Reports:  Sarah asked Amanda 
C., Barbara D. and board member 
Carolyn F. to expand on the summary 

presented in the staff report about 
their experience participating in 
the 3-day immersive workshop, 
“Undoing Racism” hosted by NOBL 
with leadership by the People’s 
Institute. All agreed that it was a very 

eye-opening learning experience that 
demonstrated the institutionalization 
of racism and its systemic nature built 
over hundreds of years that has now 
impacted our very neighborhoods 
and the people in them. Carolyn F. and 
Amanda pointed out the analysis tool 
that was used throughout the 3 days 
and its potential for usefulness in our 
HH business and the value of creating 
spaces where all have a voice and feel 
welcome (from art spaces to book clubs 
featuring works for people of color to 
general community involvement, etc.). 
Barbara pointed out the timeliness of 
the workshop and our own long-range 
planning exercises and the need for 
intentionality in our plans and actions 
moving forward.
Land Use:  Wayne N. reported that 
he is now receiving regular reports 
from the City on the various zoning 
permits issued to HH properties and 
noted that most are pretty routine 
(rental certifications, new roofs, etc). 
He noticed that a few requests for fire 
pit permits have been submitted and 
was glad to know that those do need 
approval before installation/use. He 
asked staff to organize a meeting with 
our Code Administrator assigned to 
our neighborhood just as an intro 
and orientation for himself.  Amanda 
agreed to set this up. 
Wayne asked if there was any info 
from Spectrum yet about what they 
plan to do with their recent purchase 
of the house located at 324 Prospect 
NE. Barbara reported that her question 
to them had not been addressed but 
she will revisit it with them during a 
monthly meeting next week. Maria Z. 
S. offered that it would be very difficult 
if not unlikely that the HPC would 
approve something like demolition for 
use as a parking lot or anything drastic 
like that.
 Wayne reported that there is a delay in 
materials to complete the playground 
at Pleasant Park with a new completion 
date of mid-July.  He also called the 
Parks dept to point out a demolished/
vandalized picnic table at Pleasant 
Park and was assured it’d be removed 
promptly and replaced. 
Discussion also ensued about the 
pilot e-scooter program and notice 
made that it has not launched at 
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Blood Centers 
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3
11:30 AM – 4:00 PM

The Leonard at Logan House 
On the Blood Bus 
440 Logan St. SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
 
Appointments preferred, walk-ins welcome! 
Call 866.MI.BLOOD or scan the QR code below to 
make an appointment! 
 
 
 
 
 
Donate blood and be entered for a chance to win a 
motorcycle! *

Helpful tip: 
Make sure to eat a healthy 
meal and drink plenty of 
water before donating.

BLOOD DRIVE hosted by 
Heritage Hill Association

*NO PURCH. NEC. MI, OH, IL, IN, and WI residents 
only; 18+. Ends 6/30/23. One drawing; two (2) 
winners. Enter by blood donation or online. See 
Official Rules and online entry form at 
versiti.org/ride. Sponsor: Versiti, Inc., 638 N. 18th St., 
Milwaukee, WI 53233.
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SAVE THE 
DATES 
SHAKESPEARE 
IN THE 
PARK(S)
Shakespeare Returns to 
Heritage Hill 

Heritage Hill Association is planning more 
Shakespeare in our parks this summer. We 
are working to secure the Pigeon Creek 
Shakespeare Company again to perform 
various condensed Shakespeare pieces at no 
cost to attendees on July 1, 8, and 15. Visit 
our Facebook, Instagram, or web pages for 
details as they develop. 

WHEN 
──── 

JULY 1, 8, & 15 
──── 

WHERE 
──── 

HERITAGE HILL’S 
FINEST PARKS 

──── 
FREE TO ALL 

HERITAGE HILL 
ASSOCIATION 
FB: @heritagehill 

IG: @heritagehillassociation 
616-459-8950

www.heritagehillweb.org 
heritage@heritagehillweb.org 
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N e i g h b o r h o o d
P o t p o u r r i
Car Thefts Continue
Car thefts continue in the city, 
particularly of Kias and Hyundais. 
A limited number of steering wheel 
locks may be available for Kia and 
Hyundai owners. Contact us if you are 
interested.
Unwelcome Visitors
We have reports of individuals going 
onto neighbors’ property to look into 
garbage and recycling bins. If you 
know they do not have permission 
from the property owner, you can 
remind them that they are not 
permitted in a yard that is not theirs, 
and that you recommend they leave 
before police are contacted, and not 
return. To report an incident, you can 
call the GRPD non-emergency line at 
616-456-3400.

A Pleasant Movie is scheduled for
June 10 at Pleasant Park!

EncantoEncanto

Who: Anyone is welcome to join South Hill Neighborhood Association and Heritage Hill Association 
neighbors for this community screening event.

When: June 10 (rain date, June 17) from 8:00pm-11:30pm 

What: Food trucks and information tables followed by the movie 
The crowd-favorite animated film, EncantoEncanto, will start at dusk. Spread out your blanket, eat 
some delicious food picnic-style, and stay to watch the movie as the sun sets.
Food trucks include Kona Ice, Let’z Taco Bout It, & Haggerty’s. 
Parking is limited, so Mobile GR is reminding us to walk, bike, take the Rapid, carpool or ride scooters. Rain 
date is June 17. 
If you represent a business or non-profit and would like to have a free table at this event, please contact 
Katy: southhillneighborassoc@gmail.com.  More details can be found www.southhillgr.com.  
Many thanks to the City of Grand Rapids Office of Special Events and Mobile GR for a grant supporting this 
event. 
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Board Notes (Cont’d from pg 15)

Bylsma Painting Company
Excellence since 1972

Rick Bylsma has given presentations to Historic Societies, Old House Expo 
events, and to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network.

Some of our projects:
 Frank Lloyd Wright/Meyer May – Steelcase – Grand Rapids, MI
 Frank Lloyd Wright Studio/Amberg home - Grand Rapids, MI
 Gibson Restaurant/Mangiamo’s - Grand Rapids, MI
 Voigt House – Grand Rapids Public Museum - Grand Rapids, MI
 Senator William Alden Smith Estate – Grand Rapids, MI
 Hackley and Hume Estate – Muskegon County Museum, MI
 St. Marks Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 First Methodist Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Westminster Presbyterian Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Reagan Marketing – Grand Rapids, MI
 Wealthy Street Theater – Grand Rapids, MI
 Graham Home – Lowell Museum, MI
 Women’s City Club – Grand Rapids, MI

No one in Michigan has more experience, expertise, or volume 
of projects in restoration painting.

616-308-8849
www.bylsmapainting.com

Midtown CraftsMidtown Craftsmenmen
The old house experts.

6 1 6 . 2 4 5 . 5 9 7 0   |   w w w . m t c r e s t o r a t i o n . c o m 

ahead in revenue for the year. June 
is last month of 2021 Community 
Development Block Grant monies from 
city.  The 2022 fiscal year for CDBG 
allocations begins July 1.  Some board 
members suggested that we explore 
with the Finance Committee the pros/
cons/logic of moving our fiscal year 
to align with that of one of our biggest 
funders (HUD/CGBD). 
Staff Reports: Amanda has been 
exploring ways to address speeding 
and littering problems in the 
neighborhood, including yard signs 
to remind drivers to slow down. She 
solicited thoughts from the board on 
creating a Public Safety Committee and 
received general support of the idea.  
Per board request, she will check if 
other neighborhood associations have 
such a group. 
Land Use:  WOOD-TV is proposing a 
gated fence deterring unauthorized 
entry to their (and Heritage Hill 
Association office) property.  Brief 
discussion ensued about how 
keyed access impacts our work as a 
neighborhood association accessible 
to the public and the perception of 
being behind a locked gate. The board 
suggested to wait and see what the 
design plans are and then determine 
how it will affect entry to the office.
Administration:  As it relates to WOOD-
TV fencing proposal, decisions as to 
an office move – if necessary - will be 
discussed at a later date.
Garden Tour:  Planning is going well.  
About 15 – 20 vendor/artisan booths 
are contracted for the park.  A food 
truck has been secured to sell from a 
resident’s driveway.  Already more than 
$15,000 raised in sponsorship monies.  
Ticket sales have been good.  Karen Coy 
has been handling multi promotional/
PSA spots in support of the event.  
Neighborhood newcomer, Denise Cook, 
has been managing the Pleasant Park 
Marketplace portion of the event.
Community Engagement:  National 
Night Out will take place on August 3.
New Business: Rich App noted that 
the Mayor signed a new proclamation 
announcing this day as the celebration 
of 616 Day in Grand Rapids (June 16 = 
6/16).
If you would like an item placed on the 

Board agenda, please call the HHA office 
at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of the second 
WEDNESDAY of the month. If you would 
like to address the Board regarding an 
agenda item, public comment is taken at the 
beginning of each meeting. For non-agenda 

items, public comment is taken at the end of 
each meeting. Typically, Board meetings run 
from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
If you would like to receive monthly Board 
agendas via email, please email us your 
request (heritage@heritagehillweb.org)
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Before starting any home projects in Heritage Hill please visit the 
“Historic Preservation” link on the Heritage Hill website. 

1st Quarter 2023 
Heritage Hill
Market Snapshot:

Would you like to make improvements 
to your home, but don’t know which 
ones will have the most impact?

With the annual Tour of Homes this 
May, it’s easy to dream about the 
improvements you want to make to 
your own home! 

It’s also important to consider which 
projects are going to bring you the 
highest ROI.

I’ve compiled the following list to help 
you get the most out of your 
investment.**

Matt Goldman

Realtor® 
M: 616.321.7717 
matt@mattgoldmanhomes.com

Thinking about selling your home? Contact 
me to find out the best projects for a quick 

and profitable sale. 

Greenridge Realty is a licensed real estate broker. All material is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources 
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawl without notice. No statement is made as to 
the accuracy of any description or measurements (including square footage). This is not intended to solicit property already listed. No 
financial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing opportunity. Photos may be virtually staged or digitally enhanced and may not reflect 
actual property conditions.

Average Sold Price - $379,878

Number of Homes & 
Condos Sold - 9

Average Days on the 
Market - 22

Project Average Cost Cost Recouped

Garage Door 
Replacement

Minor Kitchen 
Remodel

Roof 
Replacement

Bath Remodel 
(mid-range)

**2022 Grand Rapids Average Costs

Statistics reflect 1/1/23-4/6/23 Heritage Hill Single Family Homes and Condos

$4,051

$27,527

$28,983

$24,968

89.0%

69.0%

57.0%

54.4%

2213 Wealthy St SE Suite 200
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

For Illustrative Purposes Only

Average price/square foot:
$274
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Board Notes
Discussion at the February 2023 
Heritage Hill Association Board Meeting 
included:
Public Comment: Alex Smart, Executive 
Director of Facilities and Operations at 
GRPS, introduced himself and left business 
cards. Inquiries were made concerning 
possible meeting space for board meetings 
and survey listening sessions as well 
as progress on the Central High School 
renovation project.
Treasurer’s Report:  Budget adjustments 
were to be discussed in the closed session 
at the end of the meeting.  
Committee Reports:  Administrative: 
Neighborhood survey:  Executive 
Committee members and staff met to 
discuss follow-up steps and scheduling 
listening sessions. 
Carolyn F. asked for input for block club 
kits. Reminder of the City Master Planning 
process and engagement, including 
neighbor round-table events. Carolyn F. 
distributed City Master Planning launch 
party flyers.
Office relocation discussions:  staff and 
board will be looking at two temporary 
spaces later in the month that might be 
coming available in the spring/summer. 
Members suggested the long-term goal 
is to have space that can be used for 
community meetings/events. Rich A. 
suggested tabling discussion of long-term 
needs and concentrate on moving into 
a space more immediately accessible to 
neighbors.
Fundraising: Home Tour: 5 homes, 2 
commercial spaces (Meyer May House and 
Cornerstone Church) have been secured; 
looking for one more single-family home. 
There will be a drawing for volunteers 
(grand prize = two nights at the Parsonage 
Inn B&B, recruiting other prizes). Food 
trucks will be added to the event, likely on 
or near State St. Suzanne D. distributed 
House Captain sign up forms. 
Community Engagement: Considering art 
show/marketplace at Pleasant Park in 
future pending volunteer and/or financial 
support to make it happen. Moving 
forward with theater performances 
(Pigeon Creek Shakespeare Co) at one 
or more of HH parks this summer and a 
movie night at Pleasant Park in June with 
the South Hill neighborhood.

Land Use:  Wayne N. attended HPC 
meeting on 1/17/23 regarding 300 
Wealthy, a.k.a., “Townhomes of Heritage 
Hill” where a letter of endorsement from 
HHA was read at meeting.  Developer to 
have updated drawings by end of February. 
Committee will meet to discuss HHA 
master plan (not to be confused with city 
of GR master plan). Pertaining to street 
lighting on Morris SE –neighbors find LED 
lights recently installed to be disruptive 
and intrusive. Wayne spoke to “Alex” at 
Energy, Lighting, and Communications 
at the city to push for standardization of 
lighting in historic districts. Lastly, Wayne 
noted that a memorial service for (former 
Land Use Chair) Craig Nobbelin will be in 
April at Fountain St. Church and that the 
family has directed donations to the HHA. 
Staff Reports: written reports were 
submitted. Staff and several members 
attended affordable housing meeting 
hosted by Dwelling Place.
Old Business/New Business: Abi L. 
presented final drafts of new logo(s). 
Refurbishment of Historic Marker Signs: 
HHA was not awarded grant of $5,000 for 
10 signs. Jeremy offered to explore any in-
kind donation to refurbish the signs.
Directors/Officer/Trustee Liability 
Insurance - $450 per year – moved to 
purchase, carried unanimously.
Liz H. Requested info about safety 
measures pertaining to lead paint be run 
in an upcoming Herald.
Closed Session:  Motion to appoint 
new board member Matthew S. carried 
unanimously.
Board vacancy appointment (Matthew 
Smith) – move (Rich), 2nd (Carolyn), 
carried unanimously
Budget adjustments in relation to staffing 
and new bookkeeper carried unanimously.
Discussion at the March 2023 Heritage 
Hill Association Board Meeting included:
Public Comment: Madison SE neighbor 
reported that the storm drains are clogged 
with tree roots. Staff suggested that they 
reach out to 311. 
Committee Reports:  Administrative: 
New prospective office space tour will be 
videoed for those who cannot attend.
Fundraising / Home Tour:  Suzanne D. 
reported that volunteers’ names will 

be put in a drawing for various prizes 
for those who complete their shift. The 
steering committee continues to seek that 
final home for the tour. Liz H. and Jeremy 
C. asked what the criteria is to be on 
tour and wondered if their homes could 
be considered. Suzanne D. made herself 
available to talk to them after the meeting. 
Discussion included the importance of 
the tour to HHA’s budget and suggested 
further discussions about diversifying our 
revenue stream in future years. 
Community Engagement:  Shakespeare 
in the Park: Three performances are 
tentatively planned for July 1, 8, and 15, 
2023. Movie in Pleasant Park with South 
Hill Neighborhood is scheduled for June 10 
(June 17 rain date). 
Discussion included what other events the 
committee might pursue in future.
Land Use:
The committee will welcome a new 
neighbor-member, Rowan Brady, at the 
next meeting; the agenda will include 
discussion about:
- HH Master Plan (different from the city             
   master plan)
- 300 Wealthy Development 
- LED street lights
- Green space at NW Fountain and College 
Staff Reports:   written reports submitted.
New Business:   Jeremy C. asked about 
creating a committee for new website 
design; three other board members 
volunteered to participate.
The board unanimously expressed 
gratitude to exiting board member 
Wendy Falb for her years of service and 
leadership and wished her well as she 
moves out of the neighborhood and away 
from board service.
If you would like an item placed on the 
Board agenda, please call the HHA office 
at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of the second 
WEDNESDAY of the month. If you would 
like to address the Board regarding an 
agenda item, public comment is taken at the 
beginning of each meeting. For non-agenda 
items, public comment is taken at the end of 
each meeting. Typically, Board meetings run 
from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
If you would like to receive monthly Board 
agendas via email, please email us your 
request (heritage@heritagehillweb.org)
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Neighborhood Improvement & Public Safety 
organizing efforts of the Heritage Hill Association 
are in part funded by the City of Grand Rapids' 
Community Development Block Grant Programs.

Heritage Hill Association
126 College SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
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Neighborhood advice 
from a resident expert. GrandRiverRealty.com

H E R I TA G E  H I L L  S P E C I A L I S T

330 Fuller Ave NE
(616) 293-5731

•
•
•

PETE BRUINSMA
Broker/Owner  

 25 yr. Heritage Hill Homeowner
 Expert-level knowledge 
 Experience-driven advice
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Thank You to our
Donors for Keeping 
us Going! 

Ken & Kristin Bauer
Dave DeJonge
Jeffrey Fawcett
Linda Gill
Eileen Gould
Jay Grayson
Mitchell Hagerup
Kathleen Kirsch
Jim Payne & Char Kruzich
Craig Nobbelin & Mei Chow
Michelle and Tom Sinas
Shahin & Jeni Taheri
Tom & Chris Truesdale

CALL TODAY - 616.454.8305
500 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids

www.eldershelpers.com

Home Health Care
Homemaking Services

Registered Nurse Services
Safety Button

Medication Management

Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

Welcome to First 
Church in the heart 
of Grand Rapids - a 
progressive Christian 
community of faith 
that is inclusive and 
affirming of ALL people. 

We look forward to 
connecting with you 
online! 

GRFUMC.org I facebook.com/
GrandRapidsFUMC 

First United Methodist Church 
227 Fulton St E • Grand Rapids 

Please remember us when your apartment needs renters. Your dollars not only find 
you tenants but also support the programs of the Heritage Hill Association! You can 
list your apartment right at the website or stop by the HHA office. We welcome you!

Heritage Hill Apartment Rental and Home Sales Listings
All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!

HERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG

The Heritage Hill Association publishes available apartments.


