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BVRAY - REAT PLACES IN AMERICA

"Build A Better Block” To Occupy State Street May 18 &19*

n 2012, the American Planning Association honored the Heritage Hill Neighborhood by listing the historic neighborhood in
I their top ten Great Neighborhoods in America. The neighborhood has beautiful historic buildings, a lovely tree canopy and

a diverse group of citizens dedicated to their neighborhood, but what it does not have is a strong neighborhood business
district; the closest thing in Heritage Hill would be State Street. This lack of a thriving business district is what spurred a group of
local advocates to start the Build a Better Block re:STATE project for State Street.

"We spend a few months going through different neighborhoods in the city and our minds kept bringing us back to State
Street.”, said web designer and co-founder of Friendly Corps, Tyler Doornbos. Doornbos is partnering with Lynee Wells of
Williams and Works as well as his partner at Friendly Corps, Josh Leffingwell. The Build a Better Block project is part of a
national program started in the Oak Cliff neighborhood of Dallas in 2010 by neighbors and activists to create a walkable, thriving
business district on a block that had seen decades of disinvestment and decay.

"State Street is a place with a lot going for it but also has much to be done. The buildings are really big and much of the block
is filled with surface parking lots, which makes it feel less walkable. What we hope to do is completely rethink the way this street
is currently being seen - this will include putting in pop-up shops, adding new buildings (or at least building facades), changing
the street scape and street design. The goal is to make this block feel like a cohesive and continuous business district from
Jefferson all the way up to Madison.", said Leffingwell.

Over the past few years the Heritage
Hill Neighborhood Association has made
State Street a priority and currently has an
area specific plan for the block that calls for
adding buildings to many of the parking lots
and adding both housing and retail to the
business corridor. The Better Block team
hopes to get those plans off of the paper and
to allow people to truly interact with this
sort of business district for two days. Wells
cautions, "the goal for the plan is not to create
an event for these days. The goal is to help
people really feel like this is a block they could
imagine shopping in or dining in or even
living in."

The Build a Better Block project will take
place on May 18th and 19th on State Street
between Madison and Jefferson during the
Heritage Hill Home Tour. Leffingwell says,
"we wanted those folks who will be looking at
the beautiful Heritage Hill homes to imagine
a business district that was just a thriving
as the neighborhood is." The organizers are
currently creating plans, and they are looking
for volunteers to help build things for the
event in addition to volunteers for the day
of the event. If you are interested in helping
please visit betterblockgr.com or email
info@betterblockgr.com.
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Heritage Hill

Neighborhood Connections

Happy Spring Heritage Hill. Yes it is time to
renew, refresh, and shake off the burden of the
cold and snow that really settled in over the
past two months. The birds are singing their
happy song and you too have a reason to sing
with all the renewal that is coming this spring
and beyond.

Of course, we start with the 44th Heritage
Hill Weekend Tour on May 18th and 19th.
Eight private hosts invite you into their living
spaces and share their architecture, design, art,
and home's history. A great way to refresh your
own decorating style.

To make it an extravaganza, a big
renewed focus on State Street will happen
at the same time. Build a Better Block is
creating a State of possibilities and will stage
State Street for the weekend. Entrepreneurs,
artisans, mini-food services, Friends of GR
Parks, and others will offer wide ranging
ideas for the corridor development. Creative
sparks can fly when there are no limits.
Please, please help spread the word - use all
your social media tricks and your face-to-
face charm and get people excited to see the
insides at Tour and outsides on State Street.
Send people to our website, heritagehillweb.
org for more enticement. It will be a beautiful
weekend to walk this great place and catch
what's blooming.

We must remind you that there is a
way to get a FREE ticket to Tour. We need
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Heritage Hill

volunteer guides right up to the days of
Tour to cover any cancellations. Please
call today, 459-8950, or email heritage@
heritagehillweb.org) and help Tour work

smoothly with an easy 4 hour shift.
kkk

Next after Tour, is the purge (or splurge) at
the Association's annual Heritage Hill Yard
Sales Day - June 8th in 2013. Call or email
the HHA office, heritage@heritagehillweb.
org; 459-8950 and we'll get you on the list

that we'll post on our website.
kkk

And now let's go out on that green limb and
say that Pleasant Park is coming. We are
just $70,000 shy of the needed funds and
all involved thinks that is doable. Watch for
the bulldozers late summer or early fall for
a completion by June of 2014. But today
you can donate to the cause at the Friends
of GR Parks, - www.friendsofgrparks.org/

pleasantpark. Please! - all the kids are doin'it!
kkk

So how's that for renewal - Home Tour,
State Street, Pleasant Park ... and Wealthy
Street too! News here includes the Wealthy
Street Bakery owners purchase of the 619
storefront, a 2-family redevelopment at 336
Wealthy SE, the grand opening of the Urban
Market, and the retail offerings at Tapestry

Square. There's much to sing about.
kkk

And we at the HHA office are singing welcome
back to Maria Zache (and Jim Starky too)
from their 4-month winter break. The HHA

office is cheering her home coming!
kkk

Kick off the boots and wiggle your toes ...
Jan Earl
Executive Director

THIRD COAST COLOR

PAINTING COMPANY

616-953-0443

www. thirdcoastcolor.com

Specializing in Interior and
Exterior Residential Painting
and Relhushing
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We’ rk har her; let’s k rking!
Support the Heritage Hill Association with your 2013 Pledge

You’ve heard our continued pleas e  Assisting tenants and property neighborhood. This dog eared plan
concerning shrinking revenues from all owners with rights and is used in every issue faced by the
corners. This year the HHA office is closed responsibilities. Association and by city departments
on Fridays which not only means that staff e  Using the Master Plan of Heritage as a reference guide in planning
is not available to you that day but also Hill that guides development in our projects in our neighborhood.

that staff hours and income have been
decreased. Our pledge drive begins now.

Pledge $100.00 by May 1 and we’ll send you
a FREE Home Tour ticket! Or just pledge now

and you’ll not get one phone call from us!

Your contribution directly and imme-
diately benefits your neighborhood.
Your support is critical to:

e  Organizing Neighborhood Watch
and Crime Prevention programs that
keep you aware and safe. P T T T T T T T T T T T s —— i —— - "

e  Working with the major institutions For the 2013 continuation of the Heritage Hill Association, I pledge:
surrounding Heritage Hill to bridge

network, the newsletter, and our
website that keeps people connected
and informed.

e  Monitoring land use and zoning
requests and voicing positions
maintains our neighborhood’s
stability.

e  Addressing parking and traffic issues
and working with stakeholders
to develop programs that ease
congestion (or at least don’t make
problems worse!)

e  Promoting neighborhood occupancy
through apartment listings, our
Weekend Tour of Homes, and
community building events.

Please return this coupon and check to: HHA, 126 College SE, Grand Rapids, MI
49503 or go to the web www.heritagehillweb.org and you can pledge online!!!!

| |

[ [

the needs of our residents and our I __$25 _ $35 __ $50 __ $75 __$100 __ $250 __$500 [
institutional neighbors. Our focus is : :
to protect our neighborhood from | __Other $ |
development that could harm our ' '
residential quality. But our work also : Name :
helps our institutions do their work | [
efficiently and effectively. I Address !
e  Providing vital neighborhood : :
information via our office, the e-alert i Phone Email I
[ [

[ [

[ [

[ [

Located in—-
“Historical Heritage Hill

Remember
Heritage Hill
Property Owners:

Thereisa City Preservation Ordinance that governs
all exterior changes, repairs and/or additions to
Heritage Hill properties. Call the Grand Rapids
Historic Preservation Commission at 456-3451

for information on approvals. You Wine, Micro BI‘CWS,

can access the application form at . .
the City's website, www.ci.grand- Gourmet Groceries and Personality.

rapids.mi.us at the Planning
Department section or at the
Heritage Hill Association’s www.
heritagehillweb.org. This ordinance
applies to all exterior changes,
repairs, and/or additions to your
home and property. Items such
as doors and windows including

storms, yard structures, driveway Open every day - 8:00 a.m. to Midnight
and sidewalk approaches, and Complimentary Wine Tasting every Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

fences do need HPC approvals. www.mvwines.com | 200 Union NE | 616.459.0911 A lnigue Wine & Liguor Stove

2011 OUTSTANDING HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARD
for Commercial Projects by the Grand Rapids
Historic Preservation Commission.




We are very pleased.

“The paint job is remarkable; and the painters were a
pleasure to have in our home. The exterior looks great, too!
We are very pleased.”

— Shawn Tol

Schedule an estimate 24/7 @ www.VanDerKolkPainting.com
(or)call 1.800.PAINTING
(1.800.724.6846)

VanDerKolk

PRASICN TSI SNSGRS! N CIORRER" ONRNANINERDY

The Painting Craftsmen~

ChOOSG a Bﬂghter we K2ETHE NEW GRPS.
-uture for Your Child!

5 IN TOP 5: Five GRPS schools are in Michigan's top 5% for academic performance. City High-Middle School
(7-12th grade) is THE top performing school in West Michigan and the ONLY school o offer the coveted International
Baccalaureate program. Others include Coit Creative Arts Academy (K-5th grade), 6th grade schools Blandford
School, Zoo School, and the Center for Economicology @ City.

LEADING MONTESSORI THEME SCHOOLS: Grand Rapids Montessori serves students from preschool to
12th grade. North Park Montessori is expanding to serve grades PK-8 starting in the 2013-14 school year.

CENTERS OF INNOVATION: GRPS is home to five ‘Centers of Innovation” with college prep themes
and strong public-private partnerships with local job providers, universities, foundations and more.

=~ COMING FALL 2013 - Innovation Central (9th-12th grade): All the innovation, talent, resources,
and partnerships of four Centers of Innovation combined on one campus near the heart of downtown
and the Medical Mie. The Academy for Design and Construction; GRAPCEP/Engineering and
Biomedical School; School of Business, Leadership, and Entrepreneurship; and the School of Health
Sciences will co-locate for maximum educational outcomes.

= Grand Rapids University Prep Academy (6th-12th grade): Small class sizes (18:1),

rigorous college prep curriculum, and a brand-new state-of-the-art buiding.

GRPS#

LEARN ANORE www.GRPS.org my cheice




Neighbors - It's time to promote, plan
and get everyone you know on Tour.
It's our biggest fundraiser so help us
make it CROWDED!

- w5

Get into the spring of things —
The Heritage Hill Annual Weekend
Tour of Homes - May 18 and 19, 2013

Tour one of the country's largest urban historic districts in its spring bloom.
The 44th annual Heritage Hill Tour opens doors to 8 private houses and 2
historic buildings. An array of architecture, colors, decorating styles, and
great urban gardens await you. Tour hours are 11 am to 5 pm on Saturday;
noon to 6 pm on Sunday.

Advance tickets for Tour are $15.00 and are available at the Heritage Hill
Association office or go to www.heritagehillweb.org for online sales. To
obtain tickets by check, send to the Heritage Hill Association, 126 College SE;
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 Tickets on the weekend of Tour are $20.00.

Please call 616-459-8950 with any questions or for more information.

The Heritage Hill neighborhood dates from 1843 and its 1,300 homes
represents Michigan's finest collection of 19th and 20th century American
architecture. Come stroll and see it all!

Think tulips ...
Think Mother’s
Day gifts ...
Think ahead ...
and plan your
spring visit to
historic
Heritage Hill.




Renewal on Wealthy Street

A tired and crumbling storefront will be coming alive following
a year of negotiation and legalities. The owners of Wealthy Street
Bakery purchased 619, 616 and 626 Wealthy SE this past February.

It will take a long time to make it a whole and happy place, but
good visions are in store. We give a giant round of applause to Jim
and Barb McClurg and David and Melissa LaGrand for taking on this

Helpers

Tough on Dirt
Gentle on your Environment

%

Tidy Home Helpers offers very affordable and professional home and
small office cleaning services to those in the greater Grand Rapids area.
We use environmentally friendly Green Seal certified products so you,
your loved ones, and your environment are safe in our hands.

“At Tidy Home Helpers we'll keep
your home looking great.”

Call 616-233-4832 to schedule

a free assessment

Or Visit Us Online:
www.tidyhomehelpers.com

Winter-Troutwine Associates, Inc.
Preservation Architecture and Planning

Specializing in historic:

e Restoration, planning and
design

e Community planning

¢ Mainstreet design and
consulting

e Tax credits

e National Register
Nominations

jim@winter-troutwine.com
616-451-8331
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Ll
WINTER-TROUTWINE
ARCHITECTURE
AND PLANNING

visible block of Wealthy Street.

Must we wave
goodbye to the
Hiker?

There is a move to remove the Spanish
American War memorial commonly known
at the ‘Hiker” from Foster Park. The Hiker
was welcomed to Foster Park in 1957 after
being denied entry at Veterans Park. The
rationale for that [ '
decision is lost to
history but the
Hiker has been at
home in Heritage
Hill for nearly 56
years. On March
20, Bruce Butger-
ick, the coordina-
tor of the Grand M —
Rapids Civil War Roundtable asked th
Grand Rapids Historic Preservation Commis-
sion to allow the Hiker to be removed from
Foster Park in Heritage Hill to be installed
downtown in Monument Park where a Civil
War monument is in place.

The Hiker, whose given name is, The
Spirit of 98, represents Spanish American
War veterans who fought and died near the
turn of the century. When the Hiker first ar-
rived in 1957, Foster Park was nothing but a
grassy lawn with one Chestnut tree which is
still standing. Since then, the entire park was
designed around the proud representative of
the Spanish American war veterans. A brick
plaza was built with a raised bed where the
Hiker stands atop a 23-ton boulder. Two
historic light fixtures were placed at the
Cherry Street entry to the park lighting the
Hiker. Neighbors purchased and planted
Boxwood shrubs that encircle the memorial.
The city planted trees including two Crab
Cherry trees that provide a stunning display
each spring. Volunteers planted flowers and
tend them through the spring and summer.

The Hiker has overlooked the south end
of the Hill for over a half century. The cost
to move the monument is approximately
$15,000. If moved there could be a replace-
ment but that cost and design and other
details are not addressed in this request. If
you would like to help keep the Hiker at
home in the Hill please let us know and
we will pass your comments on to the
Historic Preservation Commission. E-
mail us at heritage@heritgehillweb.org.




What s happening on the Michigan Street Corridor Plan?

The planning strategies are being complied Steering Committee, consultant and the
process for the All this is being done for you and Planning Department.
Michigan Street other stakeholders review in May. Public
' Corridor Plan is in comments, observations and concerns o .Craig Nobbe.lin, Co-Chair
m full gear, with several from Forum#5 will be discussed by the Michigan Street Corridor Plan Steering Committee
NSNE % consultants conducting
studies and putting

pieces of the plan in place. The plan
should be complete by summer. Public
meeting #5 to review a draft plan will
occur in May, although a specific date has
not been set. Stay tuned for information
on the forum from the Heritage Hill
Association and from the Grand Rapids
Planning Department.

During this Phase III of the planning
process, several activities have been
happening:

e Traffic patterns have been studied and
potential solutions modeled;

—
«  The potential for “travel demand BAK] N G C O M PANY

management” solutions have been
assessed; ) " _» >
e Short-term facilities design is being

done;

¢ Affordable housing strategies are
being analyzed;

e Design of subareas of the corridor are ° e °

in process, for example the area between SPCClaIIZIHg m Old-cworld
College and Fuller Avenues;

¢ Short-term benchmarks (5-10 years) ° °
ndoner e betvs (o 0 1959 Artisan ‘Breads and Pastries
are being prepared so that progress can be
measured and the plan modified over time;
¢ Implementation strategies are being

discussed; and
¢ Possible ways of financing parts of the

— 208 Union NE
o8 SRADLEY R Mecor Grand Rapids, I 49503

458-7171 Telephone (B16) #26-6609

Accepting
New Patients

Stop in for a taste of something great!

Convenient
Parking

Mention this ad

for a discount @ Securities offered through: Cantella & Co., member FINRA/SIPC
at your first ——

appointment!

Rajah Asset Management is a full service
independent branch of Cantella & Co., Inc.
offering custom portfolio management and

advisory services.

Pa rk Church Phone 616-984-6050

Traditional in Style 311 Lyon NE

Progressive in Thought Grand Rapids, MI 49503
Engaged in the Community

e ey et Rapids ‘\ www.grajah.com RA]AH ASSET M.AN AG EME N T .

616.459.3203  www.parkchurchgr.or
Worship Service I1:00 :m. 9o i 13378 Cannonsville Rd., Coral, MI 49322

255 Washington SE Suite 1




Neighborhood Po/pourri

man with a rock next to his roommate’s
car. He yelled and the suspect fled. He
saw the broken window and realized
that his roommate’s flat screen TV was in
the backseat. He called 911 with a good

March 13, 2013, Crime in Progress
Report Results in Arrest!

About 2:00 the morning of March 19 a
neighbor on the 400 block of Union SE
heard a noise, looked outside and saw a

I e B

=D g = i A
Bylsma Painting Com
Excellence since 1972

Rick Bylsma bas given presentations to Historic Societies, Old House Expo
events, and to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network.

Some of our projects:
Frank Lloyd Wright/Meyer May — Steelcase — Grand Rapids, Ml
Frank Lloyd Wright Studio/Amberg home - Grand Rapids, Ml
Gibson Restaurant/Mangiamo's - Grand Rapids, Ml
Voigt House — Grand Rapids Public Museum - Grand Rapids, Ml
Senator William Alden Smith Estate — Grand Rapids, Ml
Hackley and Hume Estate — Muskegon County Museum, Ml
St. Marks Church - Grand Rapids, MI
First Methodist Church — Grand Rapids, Ml
Westminster Presbyterian Church — Grand Rapids, MI
Reagan Marketing — Grand Rapids, Ml
Wealthy Street Theater — Grand Rapids, MI
Graham Home — Lowell Museum, Ml
Women'’s City Club - Grand Rapids, Ml

No one in Michigan has more experience, expertise, or volume
of projects in restoration painting.

616-308-8849

www.bylsmapainting.com

HERITAGE HILL DENTAL

Cosmetic

Family - Implant -

Mention our ad
and receive $ 50 °ff
new patient exam.

“At Heritage Hill Dental we are dedicated
to performing high quality dentistry
in a comfortable environment.
Utilizing the latest technology
with attention to detail provides
the highest standard of patient
care which is the focal point

of our practice.”
Matthew Liets, DMD

www.heritagedentalgr.com 616.451.2336
255 WASHINGTON SE ¢ SUITE 4 < GRAND RAPIDS MICHIGAN 49503

description of the man and his clothing.
Officers responding to the scene received
another call for a burglary-in-progress in
the 400 block of College SE.

A woman on College heard a noise and
knew someone was inside so she screamed
that she was calling 911. We think the
suspect broke in seeking a place to hide
from the police. She scared him off and he
fled to the 500 block of Morris SE where he
went to a rear yard and set off a neighbor’s
car alarm trying to get inside and hide.
The police officers were tracking him in
the light snow. Hearing his car alarm the
owner saw the man leave the car, move
toward a back fence and then turn back
and go down the driveway. He fled a block
to Pleasant and Madison where police
officers caught and arrested him at 2:10
a.m.

Great work from our neighbors who called
911 and got the police out there so quickly.
And thank you to the Grand Rapids Police
Department for the excellent response
from GRPD officers: Greg Rekucki,
Jenny Rood , Matthew Staeven, Douglas
Stevens, Todd Wuis, Chris Bernardo,
and Offc. Fynwever, Case Weston and
the call taker, who was so helpful. The
excellent description of the suspect and
his clothing helped police identify the
suspect and will help the case in court
too.

Neighborhood Activists Met for
Round-Table Trainings: Heritage Hill
Association, Easthills, Baxter and Eastown
Neighborhoods organized a joint training
of Block Reps and others interested in
becoming neighborhood activists. The
training was designed to get the group to
mix and discuss not just to listen. Each of
the six trainers had a round table and the
trainees circulated to a new table every

15 minutes. The trainers had 8 minutes
to talk with the six “activists” at his or

her table on a topic like Organizing a
Block Club. Then the “activists” discussed
the topic from their point of view. Every
15 minutes a bell rang and the activists
switched to a new table and topic. We
shared pizza, dessert, root beer and fruit
provided by Harmony Brewery, Martha'’s
Vineyard, Brewery Vivant and Family
Fare on Fulton Street. The surveys are in
and the group wants to meet again. This
time, to identify a joint issue or problem
and take “action” to resolve it.

Crime Trends from 1992 to 2012:

In 1992 home burglaries were a huge
problem in Grand Rapids. Heritage Hill
residents reported 109 home break-ins.
Twenty years later residents reported 30




Neighborhood Po/pourri

home burglaries and five non-residential
break-ins. Home break-ins stats have
decreased a remarkable 72 percent. Here
are some statistical comparisons between
1992 and 2012:

Home Burglary: 1992-109; 2012-30
Robbery: 1992-10;2012-11

Car Theft: 1992-39; 2012-10

Thefts from cars: 1992-103; 2012-73
Felony Assault: 1992-44;2012-10
Simple Assault: 1992-121; 2012-43
Drugs: 1992-25;2012-22.

Malicious Destruction: 1992-61;
2012-36.

Startling Stats: Disturbances have gone
from 597 incidents in 1995 to 144 in 2012.
Wow. I forgot how much fun the 90’s were!
Power to the People!

It happened again. Electrical power
damaged electronics in January when a
city transformer “blew” and that event
affected a Consumers Energy transformer
that blew too. Several households in the
Lafayette and Fountain NE area reported
expensive repairs to boilers, water
heaters and other appliances after that
big windy storm. This type of problem
was reported in a larger area of the south
end under similar circumstances last fall.
A big storm with lots of wind resulted in
damaged electronics in the area bounded
by Lafayette, Wealthy, College and Pleasant
SE, that generated an October meeting
between those neighbors and Consumers
Energy. Work on that problem should

be in progress. Nine neighbors and HHA
staff met with Consumers Energy in late
February to discuss the more recent
problems and find out what can be done to
prevent further damages.

Claims Complaints: Consumers Energy
reps were also questioned about why

itis so difficult to find information on
filing a claim and very difficult getting

a claim paid. Our resident expert, Dave
Hathaway, said he found no reference to
filing a claim on Consumers website (www.
consumers enerty.com) or at the 1-800-
477-5050 phone menu either. Customers
must decide between choices that all seem
unrelated to claims - which turned out to
be “all other inquiries.” If you do happen
to guess correctly, the call-taker will write
up a claim on the spot and send it to their
one-person Claims Office for the region.
Mike H. will decide if Consumers Energy
is liable. He will accept or reject the claim
and notify the claimant. A neighbor at the
meeting who had filed a claim and was
rejected asked about the process.

Public Service Commission: The
neighbor whose claim was rejected filed

a complaint with the Michigan Public gets interesting. The PSC sent the claim
Service Commission (PSC) but received back to Mike H. at Consumers Energy
notice the claim would not be paid because seeking an explanation and when it was
Consumers was not at fault. How did that received, they notified the disappointed
decision get made? Well, this is where it (Cont'd on page 10)

GRIFFIN  OQUTSTANDING

PROPERTIES

RESULTS.

Whether you're in the market for a new home or looking to sell your current one, call the
#1 Residential Retail Real Estate Team in Grand Rapids — the Griffin Properites Team!

www.GRIFFINPROPERTIES.NET 616.915.6060

D (2} KELLER 630 KenmoorSE, Suite 101 e
R s WILLIAMS. Grand Rapids, MI 49546 E e

Criginal craftsmanship is
the foundation of your home.
We specialize in helping you

restore, replace, re-create,
or maintain that wonderful
architectural detail that
characterizes your home
inside and out.

Y

HISTORICAL RESTORATION

REMODELING AND ADDITIONS

PERIOD CABINETRY AND TRIM

WEATHERSEAL SYSTEMS

STORM WINDOWS

Love your old house. So do we.

MIDTOWN CRAFTSMEN

West Michigan's Historic Home Experts.

616.245.5970 | v.mtcrestoration.com | midtowncraftsm



Neighborhood

claimant that his claim was rejected. This
circular appeals process seemed self-
serving to neighbors at the meeting.
Consumer Response: To give Consumers
Energy credit they did explain that they
are responsible for problems outside

our homes and only from the top of the
masthead (where wires leave the conduit
midway up the side of our homes) to

the pole. Anything that occurs at your
house is likely going to cost you. They

also provided information on products
that you can purchase and install that will
protect one or more appliances. These are
generally products that will turn off power
to the appliance before the power surge

or fluctuation reaches the appliance. The
drawback is that they do not reset and if
you are not home this causes problems.
More expensive and sophisticated
products may be available but nothing
offers 100 percent protection.

Repeat Problems: Those who thought
they had protected the equipment with
whole-house surge protectors, new wiring
and other upgrades and still had huge
repair costs, are seeking a permanent
solution as are rental owners whose
buildings have been affected. Repeat
problems occurring with storms are a huge
concern.

Communications Gap: Consumers Energy
reps also found out that neighbors in the
south end have not always been notified
when subcontractors are entering yards

to do some of the upgrades or changes for
Consumers. This is a courtesy that they
promised last fall.

The Association just received an update
on the work that is scheduled for this
spring in the area bounded by Lafayette,
Wealthy, College and Pleasant.
Consumers Energy engineer Greg Dennehy
reports that additional transformers

will be installed in the next two and half
months.

This will allow fewer homes to be
serviced by each transformer, thus, if there
is a transformer incident fewer homes will
be affected. The installations will be done
at the rear lot lines and may involve some
tree trimming. Prior to work starting
the owner or occupant will get a knock
on the door or a door-hanger with
a contact number. So-called “animal
protection” devices will also be installed
to prevent problems created when rodents
walk the wires.

Report Problems/File Claims: So, at this
point we are working toward resolution.
The problems are being worked on and
neighbors are encouraged to report all
power problems even if you do not have
damage. File claims using the 1800-477-
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5050, then press “all other inquiries” to
file a claim. Be as specific as possible
about the date and time of the event,
what type problem has occurred and
what you have done about it. “Mike H.” at

Po/pourri

problems that may have come up in the
area to determine the cause and liability.
Then, he will get back to you. Without
reports or claims they often have no idea
where the problems are occurring.

Keep HHA in the loop too if you would like
to work us on this issue with you.

Consumers Energy will get that report and
research the weather conditions and other

QRUNTHIER ’ 24HR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Water, fire, and wind don’t care
about the historic value of your home.

Team does.

Call the Experts. Call the Team.

616.863.8118

www.teamrestoration.com .TEAM REeSTORATION iNC

Remodeling & Repair Specialists

CARMODY
PAINTING

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured

616-443-0406

Quality Craftsmanship at Competitive Rates

CARMODYPAINTING.COM




Summer Safety Tip - Window Security

We have a low incidence of burglary
but those that do occur can come as a
result of an unlocked or open window. So
what can you do when it's warm a sunny
and you want fresh air?

You can open windows for fresh air
and still be safe when you use window
pins to hold them in place. Security
experts world-wide have recommended
pinning windows open about 6” which
allows for fresh air but will not allow an
intruder to push the window up further
and climb in. The pins are easily pulled
out from inside. See the diagram and
instructions below.

If you are a renter the city requires
the owner to provide window security
that includes a lock AND window pins or
stops on main floor windows or others
that are accessible. Call Heritage Hill
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Association for more information on this
at 459-8950. If you want more air you
can pull the pin out and fully open the
window. Butif you are sleeping on the
first floor and want to be safer you should
pin the windows. Never leave your home
or apartment with the window unlocked
or open.

ADPril 25 to 28
Wealthy Theatre
Adults $15 - $18 at the door
Seniors $13 - $16 at the door
Students $7 - $10 at the door
Friday 1pm Matinee - all seats $7

Tickets Available Online www.westmichigansavoyards.org

Wincow closcd  Window open

INSTALLING WINDOW PINS

1. Measure the thickness of the lower sash
and add one-half to three quarters inch to
that measurement.

2. Mark a 5/16”inch drill bits so you will
know when you have drilled a hole as
deep as the total measurement.

3. While the window is closed and locked,
drill hole in window at the point indicated
by the point #1 in the diagram. This hole
will enable you to “pin” the window in the
closed position. Drill at a slight downward
path so the “pin” cannot be “jiggled” out.
4. Buy 1/4 inch diameter hinge pins
(smooth) or hex-head carriage bolts
(threading at end) that are 3 to 4 inches
long.

5. Open the window about six inches,
insert the 5/16 inch drill bit in the same
hole that you drilled in the lower sash and
drill into the hole into (but not through!)
the upper sash as indicated by the point
#2 in the diagram. This hole will enable
you to “pin” the window in the open
position for ventilation purposes.

You can leave the pins in all the time

or you can slip them out to more fully
open the window when you are home.
Windows should always be pinned when
you are away or asleep.

HISTORIC BUILDING RESTORATION
RESIDENTIAL & INSTITUTIONAL

616-454-9337
WWW.GRANDRIVERBUILDERS.COM

Grand River Builders
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HISTORIC BUILDING RESTORATION
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"/ BARTLETT
|/ TREE EXPERTS

SCIENTIFIC. TREE CARE SINCE 1907

HILL o

e Plant Health Care
MIDTOWN ® Pruning
e Removals
COMMISSIONER RUTH © Cabline & Bracing
e Tree Fertilization
e Insect/Disease
Control
GRAND RAPIDS’ GREAT 2ND WARD! e IPM Programs
I M PROVI N G O U R Brian McKenzie
N EI G H BO R H 00 DS ISA Certified Arborist

rkelly@grcity.us 616.238.9370 1-877-BARTLETT

kellyforgr.com 616-245-9449

B 1o lect Rt Kelly www.bartlett.com

NW Apt. 219 Grand Rapids, MI 49503




sHop LocAL — EXPERT AUTO REPAIR = sHop LocALl

FOREIGN - DOMESTIC - BRAKES - EXHAUST - SHOCKS STRUTS - ALIGNMENTS -TUNE-

IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

UPS - MOST REPAIRS — FREE ESTIMATES & LOCAL TRANSPORTATION TO & FROM

90 days same
as cash

McGRAW TIRE

(FIRESTONE) swce 1927

HERITAGE HILL AND DOWNTOWN
141 WEALTHY SE (AT LaGRAVE) ’\ r\

459-3393

455 Cherry Street, SE
Grand Rapids, Ml 49503

P 616.458.8593
F616.458.0738

www.stonecastledentistry.com

JTINECASTLE
BENTISTAY

Juli S. Wemmer DDS, FAGD
Jon C. Feinauer ppS

THE ART IS IN THE DETAILS

Herltage 2IUE
Rosalynn Bliss

Elissa Hillary stands with Rosalynn!

Please contact me
at 889-1277

if there is anything
can do to be helpful.

Connect in Person!
COFFEES WITH BLISS:

Wednesday, April 10 at 7:30 am
Common Ground on Fulton

Tuesday, May 7 at noon
Rico’s Deli, 940 Monroe

28R osalynn.Bliss

n 49503

Board Notes

Discussion at the February, 2013 Heritage
Hill Association Board Meeting included:
Treasurer’s Report: Jackie Taylor reported
thatin 2012, 99% of the Association's
budgeted revenue was reached and 97% of
the budgeted expense goals were met. Jackie
commended office staff for their great job
in holding down expenses. Jackie noted that
the Association's budget has been reduced
by over 25% in the last 3 years to reflect
diminishing revenue sources. In 2013,

staff work hours are limited to 32 hours
per week. The finance committee will be
meeting February 26 for its annual fiscal
assessment review.

Staff Reports: Jan’s written report
highlighted the application for a $50,000
Dyer-Ives grant for construction of Pleasant
Park. The NCBC successfully convinced
planners of the Michigan Street Corridor
Plan to withdraw the consideration of
making College Ave a two-way street.

This traffic re-route would not have had
much improvement of the traffic flow and
congestion at the Michigan and College
intersection but would have dramatically
increased College Ave. traffic. NCBC
presented that College Ave would become
the on ramp to 196.

The State Street “Build a Better Block”
event was discussed with excitement
regarding this Home Tour weekend event.
Also mentioned the Wealthy Street Bakery
owners and their recent north side of
Wealthy Street purchase in addition to their
proposed opening of another bakery in
the Hall/Fuller area. Talk continued on to
the property and house at 336 Wealthy SE,
southeast corner of Wealthy and Prospect.
The prospective buyer plans to convert
to a two-family use. Staff is waiting for a
confirmation of plans before calling a HHA
Zoning Committee meeting to review the
request.

Finally, the announcement was made
that Home Tour is full/complete: eight
homes and two institutions make up this
year’s event. NCBC will again operate their
food booth from the 168 College NE address.

Barb updated her report with the
announcement of two upcoming meetings:
March 6 will be a meeting between
Consumers Power and neighbors concerned
about recent power brownouts. The
second meeting on March 7 will be a Block
Organizer Round Table held at the ICCF
building on Cherry SE. Representatives
from the Heritage Hill, East Hills, East
Town and Baxter neighborhoods, as well as
interested citizens, will be a part of a sharing
of ideas and practices benefiting urban
districts. Police representatives as well as
invited speakers will be a part of this event.

Barb also said she is currently

(Cont'd on page 14)
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Board Notes (Cont'd from page 13)

working on crime stats in the hopes of soon
determining the progress our neighborhood
has made and/or any “hot spots” that may
need attention. Talked briefly about gun
violence. Two incidents involving the use

of a gun occurred within the Heritage Hill
district in 2012: State Street and Lafayette
and College Ave. between Cherry and Wealthy.
Land Use - Vicki Hudson Goals and
objectives for 2013 presented with a focus
on the revitalization of State Street. The
group is also looking at finding ways to
update the board and neighbors on road
construction/improvements in the area.
Administrative - Jim Payne The goals

and objectives for this group are ongoing:
monitoring staff issues, building maintenance,
finances, institutional liaisons and fund
development. Possibly looking at another
luncheon of company/organization represen-
tatives to continue the efforts of increasing
the neighborhood’s exposure and funding.
Fundraising - Deb Bryker Goals and
objectives are all centered around continued
and increased fundraising efforts.

Friends and Sponsors goal increased
to $15,000; two-nights of the phone-a-
thon pledge event are planned; NCBC will
organize and run the Garden Tour this year,
as it will move to the north end. Wine social
was briefly talked about: jazz, art, wine
and microbrews. Date possibilities are
September 13th or 20th.

Four dates are secured for the Texas
Hold'em fundraisers at T]'s Charity Game
Room in 2013. Over $8,000 was raised in
these efforts last year (2012).

Last announcement from this commit-
tee: Home Tour Needs House Captains!
Community Involvement - Steph Eckley
Goals and objectives include continuing to
coordinate communications to neighbors
and others (outside of neighborhood)
about the neighborhood. Make sure
all board members are on appropriate
communication lists. Would like to work on
something to gather more neighbor e-mail
addresses to facilitate announcements/
warnings/etc.

The Annual Picnic/Night Outis Tuesday,
August 6. The Annual Meeting/Potluck will
be December 6. Increased attendance and
parking issues may require moving to a new
venue for this event. An announcement will
be made if this becomes a reality.

Central High is a hub or magnet school.
Several career-path programs will be
housed at Central as well as the Montessori
program. Also those students currently
attending Creston High may (or may not)
attend Central to finish their schooling
together as City High looks to be moving
into the Creston High School building.

The old City High building (on the Central
campus) may sit empty for a while once

14

U-Prep moves to its new home on Division
just south of Wealthy.

The HHA Board meets at 7:00 p.m. on
the third WEDNESDAY of every month at the
GRCC DeVos Campus, 415 East Fulton, at the
Robert Sneden Lecture Hall (center building).
Neighbors are welcome to attend.

Ifyou would like an item placed on the

Board agenda, please call the HHA office

at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of the second
WEDNESDAY of the month. If you would like to
address the Board regarding an agenda item,
public comment is taken at the beginning of
each meeting. For non- agenda items, public
comment is taken at the end of each meeting.
Typically, Board meetings run from 7:00 p.m.
until 8:30 p.m.

JOHN R. CROOKSTON

269.270.6689
john.r.crookston@charter.net

Tru-Trough
Seamless Half Round Gutter Supply

On-Site Fabrication for Contractors & Do-It-Yourselfers

‘Chop & Drop'

7132 N. 23rd Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49004

Polerda

www.kolendaartglass.com

Specializing in stained glass design,
fabrication, repair and historic conservation

Contact us today for a free
estimate or consultation

info@kolendaartglass.com
616.558.3897

OUR QUALITY IS NO ACCIDENT

FREE LOANER
PROGRAM

616-458-5698

e

For Quality Body Repairs Come To

ithy Liody Shop Jne.

Hours: Monday- Fnday 7 30-5:30 Closed Saturday & Sunday
343 LaGrave 5.E., 1/2 block north of Wealthy Street

www.wealthybodyshop.com



USES LOCAL, MICHIGAN

GRED

CELEBRATING

OUR 9TH YEAR!

Help us celebrate our 9th year of
business on Monday, April 22, 2013.

7o) [

GRAND RAPIDS
PIZZA & DELIVERY

We'll be serving great food and fresh free

cupcakes made locally by Connie's Cakes!

Visit Connie’s Cakes' new location!

1416 Robinson Rd.

www.iloveconniescakes.com

il

Grand Rapids Pizza and Delivery is a
locally based restaurant, located in the historic
Heritage Hill district and part of the Local First
community of merchants. Using family recipes
and sourcing locally is not just an idea for us
— it is how we do business. We are committed
to making pizza, pasta, sauces, salads and
sandwiches in line with that philosophy. At
GRPD, we offer thick, thin and traditional crusts
to go with our specialty, gluten-free, pan and
stuffed pizzas. We also provide a variety of

sauce options that local folks have embraced.
We would be honored to share these award-
winning pizzas with you. Our goal is to enhance
your visit to our community and add to your
Grand Rapids experience. Be it dine-in, take-
out, delivery or catering, we look forward to
cookingfor you.

/ .
Michael D. Raymond P
Owner of Grand Rapids Pizza & Delivery

CALL
616-742-GRPD (4773)

GRAND RAPIDS, Mi

,, vISIT

| [&@@ ,. 340 STATE ST. SE
O__(—“
7 Y

STORE HOURS

ORDER ONLINE
GRANDRAPIDSPIZZA.NET

MON-THUR 11AM-11PM

FRIDAY 11AM-12:30AM
SATURDAY 12PM-12:30AM

NIGHT DELIVERY
THURS, FRI, SAT

SUNDAY 12PM-11PM UNTIL 2:30AM
DELIVERY UNTIL THR BEFORE CLOSE

GRPD PROUDLY

BUSINESSES AND -3 T
First )2
TO KEEP OUR ot wikyemnsd -_‘7——-

ECONOMY STRONG AEESS

10" CHEESE
OR 1 TOPPING
PIZZA

Avallable for PICK UP ONLY
er 5PM Mondays and Tuesdays
(for a limited time only)

12" SMALL 2 TOPPING PIZZA
W/BREADSTICKS, SAUCE
& 2 LITER OF POP

$999

Double cheese and additional items extra. All prices subject to tax.
Coupons cannot be combined with other discount offers. Present or
mention coupon when ordering. ONLY VALID APRIL 2013

THE XL DEAL

18" EXTRA LARGE
CHEESE PIZZA

$999

Double cheese and additional items extra. All prices subject to tax.
Coupons cannot be combined with other discount offers. Present or
mention coupon when ordering. ONLY VALID APRIL 2013

% THE PLUS ONE

w 16" LARGE CHEESE PIZZA

PLUS BREADSTICKS OR 2 LITER

3999

Double cheese and additional items extra. All prices subject to tax.
Coupons cannot be combined with other discount offers. Present or
mention coupon when ordering. ONLY VALID APRIL 2013

@m THE SUB DEAL

ANY FULL SIZE SUB,
CHIPS & 20 0Z. POP

$999

Double cheese and additional items extra. All prices subject to tax.
Coupons cannot be combined with other discount offers. Present or
mention coupon when ordering. ONLY VALID APRIL 2013

SPECIALTY PIZZA

14" MEDIUM PAN PIZZA W/
BBQ PULLED PORK
(or burbon BBQ)

3999

Double cheese and additional items extra. All prices subject to tax.
Coupons cannot be combined with other discount offers. Present or
mention coupon when ordering. ONLY VALID APRIL 2013

LOVE ME TENDER

5 CHICKEN TENDERS
1 SIDE SALAD & 20 0Z. POP

3999

Double cheese and additional items extra. All prices subject to tax.
Coupons cannot be combined with other discount offers. Present or
mention coupon when ordering. ONLY VALID APRIL 2013

TURKEY Turrih

PRODUCERS
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Heritage Hill Association Non-Profit Org,
126 College SE U.S. Postage

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 PAID
Grand Rapids, MI
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BUSIMNESS

Neighborhood Improvement & Public Safety
organizing efforts of the Heritage Hill
Association are in part funded by the City
of Grand Rapids' Community Development
Block Grant Programs.

DATES TO REMEMBER

All Heritage Hill Association Meetings are open to neighbors.

HHA Board Meetin.g -7:00 pm. b e S -|-W O y

GRCC DeVos Campus RESIDENTIAL WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES

Robert Sneden Academic Building Lecture Hall
415 East Fulton

windows ® carpets
May/June Heritage Herald Deadline commercial ® residential

insured ® bonded
Wednesday, May 15,2013

HHA Board Meeting - 7:00 pm.
GRCC DeVos Campus
Robert Sneden Academic Building Lecture Hall ROBERT I|. DANIELS
415 East Fulton Cell 616.498.2004
bob@bestwaywindowcleaning.com

2013 Heritage Hill Weekend Tour of Homes
11 am to 5 pm on Saturday; Noon to 6 pm on Sunday
Advance Tickets - $15.00; Weekend of Tour - $20.00

2013 Annual HHA Events:
P.0. Box 68492

Heritage Hill Yard Sales Day - June 8th, 2013 Grand Rapids MI 49508
Fox 616.827.8828

- Phone 616.827.8473

THE NEIGHBORHOOD CHURCH

Free Pick Up & Delivery!

{Sign Up Online or Call Chris Curtis 307-0544) We don’t presume you to be
Christian, we only hope to be
Christian towards you.

Sundays at 8:30a and 10:55a

450 Michigan Street : — www.westminstergr.org
Monday-Sunday 7am-11pm N Y
451.4908 www.CurtisCleaners.com /;;% WESTMINSTER

[ Please remember us when your apartment needs renters. Your dollars not only find you tenants but also support the programs of the Heritage
Hill Association!

You can list your apartment right at the website or stop by the HHA office. We welcome you!
RE N THeRnaGEHILLEB ORG |

\ Heritage Hill Apartment Rental and Home Sales Listings All sizes and prices - Spread the word!!!




