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FallOur
Way!

FaFaF lllala llllllllll Oururu
WaWaW yyyaya !!!!

Don’t get lost in the
wind this fall!

Come help strengthen and care for
our one-of-a-kind neighboorhood!

Join our Board to weigh in on all issues
afffff ecting Heritage Hill.

Join a Committee to work on areas
such as environmental sustainability,
health & safety, community-building,

Home & Garden ToToT urs, and
neighborhood improvements!

AND - Now is the Time to Give
so we can be strong and act fofof r YOU

in the coming year.

See pages 6 & 7 for more info!

Carly Durham-Bruins
Sticky Note
@heritage@heritagehillweb.org Please view this document. You can also add comments.
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This and That

Vaccination Clinic. Seeds of 
Promise is partnering with the Kent 

County Health Department, Great 
Giant Supermarket, and Grand Rapids 
PROACTIVE to provide a free, walk-up 
vaccination clinic at 1226 Madison 
SE in the Great Giant Supermarket 
parking lot. No registration is needed. 
The mobile clinic will be available 
every Thursday in July (starting July 
8th) from 1 pm-3 pm.

We provide 
financial plans 
based on your 
goals, and seek to 
PROTECT WHAT 
YOU LOVE with 
appropriate levels of 
risk management. 

SCAN ME!

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory 
services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc. Rajah Asset Management and 
Securities America are separate entities.

by Laska Nygaard, Executive Director &
     Maria Zache Starkey, Of�ice Manager

Halloween Trick or Treat in 
Pleasant Park! On October 31, come 
to Pleasant Park at 5:30 for trick 
or treating, organized by South Hill 
Neighborhood with candy from HHA.

Looking for a Few Lovely Gardens 
As the colors of summer change to 
the hues of autumn, please consider 
sharing the beauty of your garden 
with friendly visitors during next 
summer’s 2026 Heritage Hill Garden 
Tour, Saturday, June 20th from 9am to 
3pm. A fun gathering of garden hosts 
occurs the night before, with personal 
tours and yummy food and drink. Ask 
anyone who has been a part of Garden 
Tour and they will tell you how 
enjoyable and gratifying it is. Your 
garden does not need to be perfect, 
just well-loved. Visitors enjoy seeing 
these living art pieces-in-progress. 
Help us get an early start on planning 
by emailing or calling the HHA of�ice, 
or contact Garden Tour fearless leader 
Kate Diedrich at (616) 451-9211 or 
kateddiedrich@gmail.com. Bloom on!

Window Workshop
Contact Rhonda Baker (rbaker@
grcity.us / 616-456-3451) at Historic 

Preservation if you are interested 
in taking this immensely popular 
hands-on workshop with Midtown 
Craftsmen. Registration is $200, with 
a single competitive scholarship 
available. Dates and times are Friday, 
Nov. 14, 5:30-8:00pm and Saturday, 
Nov. 15 8:00am-4:00pm. Pizza 
provided on Friday night!

Here’s a way Heritage Hill 
neighbors can help pay it forward: 
Bring us your clean plastic grocery 
bags!
Several forces came together to help a 
little boy waiting for a new prosthetic 
leg. Thanks to Heritage Hill neighbor 
Annamarie Buller, who ampli�ied a 
Go Fund Me plea and made important 
introductions between key players; a 
Community Organizer in Creston who 
kept the ball rolling; and an existing 
relationship between SpartanNash, 

The Heritage Herald newsletter of
Heritage Hill Association
252 State St SE, Ste 101
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-8950

Email: heritage@heritagehillweb.org
Website: heritagehillweb.org

Facebook:  @heritagehill
Instagram: @heritagehillassociation
Hours: 9am-5pm, Mon-Thurs

Contact us to be added to our email alerts on public 
safety, community engagement, and all things HHA.

HHA’s purpose:
• To promote communication, cooperation, and
  friendship among neighbors
• To help maintain and improve neighborhood property
 and the physical appearance of our community
• To provide neighbors a way of collectively building
 a healthy, historically preserved community in
 which people can live and work in a secure and stable
 environment
• To identify neighborhood problems and social needs,
 and to develop and implement solutions
• To initiate neighborhood programs to improve the
 quality of life
• To develop a spirit of pride and individual obligation
 to the neighborhood
• To promote and develop a successful multi-racial, and
 multi-ethnic neighborhood

Heritage Hill Association Staff:
Laska Nygaard, Executive Director
Carly Durham-Bruins, Public Safety Community Organizer
Maria Zache Starkey, Of�ice Manager

Board of Directors:
*Liz Bracken (Treasurer), Union Ave SE
*Denise Cook (Fundraising Chair; Home Tour Co-Chair),  
 College Ave SE
**Jeremy Czubko (Vice President), Morris Ave SE
*Delores Deen, Morris Ave SE
*Chris Ervine (Community Health & Safety Co-Chair),   
 Morris Ave SE
*Michelle Hoexum, Morris Ave SE
*Kim Lucas (Home Tour Co-Chair), Paris Ave SE
*Jim McClurg, College Ave SE
*Jennifer Meeks (Board Minutes), College Ave SE
**Wayne Norlin, Morris Ave SE
*Jeff Phillips (Home Tour Co-Chair), Paris Ave SE

*1st term
**2nd term

The HHA Board of Directors meets at 7pm on the 
third Wednesday of most months, in the Community 
Education Room of the Hauenstein Center, Trinity Health, 
200 Jefferson Ave SE. Contact us to con�irm meeting 
details and location in any given month.

HHA provides information and encourages neighbor 
participation to keep Heritage Hill safe and vital, 
including working on community issues as they arise. As 
an association of neighbors, we have a strong voice but 
no regulatory authority.

The Grand Rapids Historic Preservation Commission 
(HPC) regulates all exterior work and repairs to 
buildings in Heritage Hill and approval is required 
before any work begins. HPC: 616-456-3451; 
rbaker@grcity.org.

Heritage Herald – Circulation @4,000

The Heritage Herald is published by the HHA Board of 
Directors six times a year (bi-monthly). The views and 
opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the 
Board of Directors. We reserve the right to edit. Address 
correspondence to the address above.

Typography & Printing: Storr Printing Services, Inc.



3

This and That
by Laska Nygaard, Executive Director &
     Maria Zache Starkey, Of�ice Manager

(cont’d on page 4)

Home Repair Services and Trex that 
usually builds ramps for veterans, a 
boy and his family were gifted a ramp 
for their home. This meant the boy 
could move much more freely and 
get out to play with his friends this 
summer.
Trex recycles plastic grocery bags into 
the planking for each ramp. 157,500 
bags go into each ramp, facilitated 
by SpartanNash’s “Bags to Boards” 
program. Heritage Hill Association 
would like to help pay it forward by 
being a drop-off site for bags at our 
of�ice. So, bring us your clean plastic 
grocery bags and help a veteran or 
perhaps even another little boy. As 
neighbor Annamarie said, quoting 
James Baldwin:  “…the world is held 
together by the love and passion of 
very few people…”
You can Google WOOD TV’s June 
17 news story to watch a report on 
building of the boy’s ramp, and go to 
www.spartannash.com and search 
“Bags to Boards” to learn more.

National Night Out Thanks!
Thanks to volunteers and neighbors 
who made this year’s National 
Night Out in Pleasant Park a huge 
success. Jeff Martin Realty Coldwell 
Banker AJS Schmidt refreshed 
neighbors with frozen treats, 2nd

Ward Commissioner Milinda Ysasi
quenched their thirst with cool water, 
and sponsor A Pleasant Dog joined 
to talk about their dog training. From 
GRPD to GRFD, City Commissioners 
Ysasi, Knight and Kilgore to Rhonda 
Baker from Historic Preservation, 
Healthy Homes West Michigan to 
GRPL, the Boys & Girls Club to GRPL, 
we connected with so many who 
generously gave their time and who 

The Heritage Hill Association 
publishes available apartments.

HERITAGEHILLWEB.ORG
Heritage Hill Apartment Rental

and Home Sales Listings

All sizes and prices -- Spread the word!!!

A S S O C I A T I O N

1 2 6  C o l l e g e  A v e n u e  S E
G r a n d  R a p i d s ,  M I  4 9 5 0 3

6 1 6 - 4 5 9 - 8 9 5 0
H e r i t a g e @ H e r i t a g e H i l l w e b . o r g

GRAND RAPIDS | HOLLAND | ONLINE

YOU IMAGINE IT, 
WE MAKE IT POSSIBLE.WE MAKE IT POSSIBLE.
Together, we’ve got this.

GRCC.EDU/APPLY
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mean so much to Heritage Hill and 
our city. A big shout out to neighbors 
Josh Sikkenga, Joyce Van Haitsma 
and Tony Davis for the years of 
providing hot dogs, with all the �ixins, 
to attendees. And applause to artists 
Esther Solis and Lulu Nygaard Tap 
for over two straight hours of face-
painting on untold numbers of happy 
children. We love to see this event 
growing year upon year, with more 
kids playing with the yard games 
and more grown-ups meeting and 
starting new friendships. You make 
the neighborhood special, and it’s a 
pleasure to serve you. Can’t wait to see 
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N e i g h b o r h o o d   P o t p o u r r i  by Amanda Cormier, Public Safety Organizer

numerous victims of this kind of theft 
out there, myself included!
Last fall, I made the decision to leave 
my purse under the passenger seat 
of my car while I went for a short 
mid-morning walk in northern Kent 
County. When I came back about 30 
minutes later, my passenger window 
was broken and my purse was gone. 
This told me that someone had to have 
been watching me to see where I put 
it as I exited. No other cars in the lot 
were damaged. I switched from using a 
purse to a waist bag, (fanny pack), or as 
I like to I call it an “adventure satchel”. 
Whatever you want to call it, my keys, 
phone and wallet are on me at all times 
now. It may not be super fashionable, 
but I can say that I do feel a lot safer 
that I won’t set it down somewhere and 
never see it again. If you’re hesitant to 
make the switch, think about keeping 
a spare adventure satchel in your car 
so that when you go to outdoor events 
or a grocery trip, you can easily throw 
your id, credit cards and other small 
valuables in there to keep them safe.
Coldbrook Creek Corner

The Coldbrook Creek Community 
recently reached out to us and wanted 
to share some information about the 
watershed as it affects the north end of 
our neighborhood (roughly bordered 
by Fountain, Crescent, Union and 
Lafayette).
The Coldbrook Creek Community 
recently participated in an LGROW 
event by cleaning up debris from 
around storm drains.  Stormwater 
flows directly into Coldbrook Creek 
without being treated, and from there 
it flows into the Grand River and 

eventually Lake Michigan. The result is 
the possibility of added pollution and 
sediment to our local waterways. For 
more information on how you can help 
with stormwater runoff, or to adopt 
nearby drains to keep clean, visit www.
lgrow.org/stormwater.  Remember: the 
water connects us.
Coldbrook Creek originates in the 

wetlands around Reeds Lake in EGR 
and from there flows into the Grand 
River in downtown GR.  The mission 
of the Coldbrook Creek Community 
is to promote education, protect the 
environment and provide enjoyment of 
this watershed.  To become involved or 
for more information please visit www.
lgrow.org/coldbrook-creek, or search 
for them on Facebook.

RReessttoorraattiioonn  aanndd  rreeppaaiirr  sseerrvviicceess  ffoorr  yyoouurr                                                              
hhiissttoorriicc  wwoooodd  wwiinnddoowwss..  

((661166))444466--33550033        CChheecckk  uuss  oouutt  oonn  FFaacceebbooookk!!                

hheerriittaaggeewwiinnddoowwrreessttoorraattiioonn@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm    

Restoration and repair services for 
your historic wood windows.

(616)446-3503
Check us out on Facebook!       

heritagewindowrestoration@gmail.com 

(cont’d from page 3)
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you for next year’s NNO on 
the �irst Tuesday in August!

Square Dancing the Night 
Away!
On August 21, neighbors 
gathered at Child Discovery 
Center for HHA’s �irst square 
dancing get together with 
the Grand River Squares 
providing music and fun! 
We heard nothing but good 
about this event and asks for 
more. So, look for our next 
square dance night, coming 
in January!

T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

DDS, FAGD

DDS

T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S
T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

DDS, FAGD

DDS
DDS

DMD

First Park Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

10 East Park Place NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616 - 459 - 3203
www.parkchurchgr.org

No matter who you 
are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you 
are welcome here!

Worship with us
 Sunday at 10:30am

Located in the heart 
of downtown, next to 
Veterans Park and the 

Public Library

An Open and
Affirming Congregation

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406
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PRUNING • FERTILIZATION • PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT • REMOVAL

YOUR TREES DESERVE THE BEST OF 
CARE ALL YEAR LONG

CALL US AT (616) 245-9449 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

Board Notes

$20 off  any service work

Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!Whether you’re considering Buying or Sel ling, Let me open some doors for you!

Jeff Martin
Realtor®

616-915-2107
Jeff.Martin@CBGreatLakes.com 4488 Cascade Rd. SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49546EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

Discussion at the May, 2021 Heritage 
Hill Association Board Meeting included:
Staff  Reports:  Sarah asked Amanda 
C., Barbara D. and board member 
Carolyn F. to expand on the summary 

presented in the staff report about 
their experience participating in 
the 3-day immersive workshop, 
“Undoing Racism” hosted by NOBL 
with leadership by the People’s 
Institute. All agreed that it was a very 

eye-opening learning experience that 
demonstrated the institutionalization 
of racism and its systemic nature built 
over hundreds of years that has now 
impacted our very neighborhoods 
and the people in them. Carolyn F. and 
Amanda pointed out the analysis tool 
that was used throughout the 3 days 
and its potential for usefulness in our 
HH business and the value of creating 
spaces where all have a voice and feel 
welcome (from art spaces to book clubs 
featuring works for people of color to 
general community involvement, etc.). 
Barbara pointed out the timeliness of 
the workshop and our own long-range 
planning exercises and the need for 
intentionality in our plans and actions 
moving forward.
Land Use:  Wayne N. reported that 
he is now receiving regular reports 
from the City on the various zoning 
permits issued to HH properties and 
noted that most are pretty routine 
(rental certifications, new roofs, etc). 
He noticed that a few requests for fire 
pit permits have been submitted and 
was glad to know that those do need 
approval before installation/use. He 
asked staff to organize a meeting with 
our Code Administrator assigned to 
our neighborhood just as an intro 
and orientation for himself.  Amanda 
agreed to set this up. 
Wayne asked if there was any info 
from Spectrum yet about what they 
plan to do with their recent purchase 
of the house located at 324 Prospect 
NE. Barbara reported that her question 
to them had not been addressed but 
she will revisit it with them during a 
monthly meeting next week. Maria Z. 
S. offered that it would be very difficult 
if not unlikely that the HPC would 
approve something like demolition for 
use as a parking lot or anything drastic 
like that.
 Wayne reported that there is a delay in 
materials to complete the playground 
at Pleasant Park with a new completion 
date of mid-July.  He also called the 
Parks dept to point out a demolished/
vandalized picnic table at Pleasant 
Park and was assured it’d be removed 
promptly and replaced. 
Discussion also ensued about the 
pilot e-scooter program and notice 
made that it has not launched at 
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We’re looking for a few a whole lot of 
good neighbors – like you! 

This fall, come join us at HHA! Here’s how you can get 
involved and support us. 

• Join Our Board! Board elections will take place at our
Annual Party and Membership Meeting at 6:00pm on Tuesday,
November 2, 2025. (Location TBD and will be published in the
Nov/Dec 2025 Herald.) We have several seats with terms about to
expire.

For information on the responsibilities and many benefits of Board 
Membership, email heritage@heritagehillweb.org or call 616-459-
8950. To be nominated, we need to receive your/their (1) name, 
(2) street address and other contact information, and (3) a

statement of up to 100 words on why you/they wish to serve. If provided in-person or via snail mail, the 
nomination must be received in our office by 3:00pm on Thursday, October 30. If using email, we must 
receive the nomination at heritage@heritagehillweb.org by 11:59pm on Sunday, November 2, 2025. 
We will get in touch after receiving your nomination. 

 Join A Committee! The facing page summarizes all that HHA does for the neighborhood. We would
love to have your talents work for our neighborhood on Community Engagement, Home and Garden
Tours, Land Use, Community Health & Safety (including environmental work), Technology, Fundraising, or
Finance Committees and/or Special Committees covering concerns such as Voigt House preservation and
public art. Email or call us at heritage@heritagehillweb.org or 616-459-8950 to learn more.

 $UPPORT U$ with an invaluable END-OF-YEAR DONATION! Especially in these times
of grant funds drying up, more than ever we need your financial support so that we can work to keep
Heritage Hill the safe, beautiful, thriving, one-of-a-kind neighborhood that has been built by the
contributions of neighbors just like you. We can’t do it without you. With you – we can do it all!

TO DONATE!  

Access our PayPal donation page via this QR code   

 Go to heritagehillweb.org/support/ and click on ‘DONATE’. 

Call us (616-459-8950) or email us (heritage@heritagehillweb.org). 

SEND THIS FORM WITH YOUR CHECK TO: HHA, 252 State St SE, Ste 101, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

___ $25     ___ $50     ___ $75     ___ $100     ___ $250     ___$500     Other $____________ 

Name 

Address 

Phone  Email 
Donations may be tax-deductible depending on your current tax situation. 

December
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Why We Are Here: You & Us
What our Board, Staff, Committees and Volunteers work on

Engaging neighbors via 
major events, block club 
support, website, social 
media, email and Herald

communications

Informs and acts on crime 
prevention, environmental 
and climate issues, lead 
and other health & safety 

issues

Our major fundraisers 
demonstrate the value of 
historic preservation and 

community action for 
improving the quality of 

urban life

Protecting the quality and 
safety of Heritage Hill’s built 
and physical environment:
• Parking & streets
• Development proposals
• Historic Preservation
• Parks, and more

Tech solutions enabling 
all aspects of HHA work, 
from computers and tech 
equipment, to software 

choice, to website-
building and upkeep

Targeting special projects & 
concerns:
• HHA office search 
• Voigt House care 
• Park & art projects
• Density & Master Plan

Procedures and 
oversight of prudent use 

of funds to maximize 
programs, strategic 

goals, and meet 
community needs

Along with Home and 
Garden Tours, carrying 
out initiatives to raise 

funds for HHA 
programs and seek 
grant opportunities

Community 
Engagement

Community 
Health & 
Safety

Garden & 
Home Tours Land Use

Tech & 
Media

SpecialFinance Fundraising

We Need
You to

Support Our 
Work!
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N e i g h b o r h o o d  P o t p o u r r i

T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

DDS, FAGD

DDS

455 Cherry Street, SE  
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P 616.458.8593
F 616.458.0738
www.stonecastledentistry.com T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

STONECASTLE
DENTISTRY
T H E  A R T  I S  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S

DDS, FAGD

DDS
Jon C. Feinauer  DDS
Ramiro Lambaria  DMD

First Park Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

10 East Park Place NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616 - 459 - 3203
www.parkchurchgr.org

carmodypainting.com

616-443-0406
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17

Board Notes (Cont’d from pg 15)

Bylsma Painting Company
Excellence since 1972

Rick Bylsma has given presentations to Historic Societies, Old House Expo 
events, and to the Michigan Historic Preservation Network.

Some of our projects:
 Frank Lloyd Wright/Meyer May – Steelcase – Grand Rapids, MI
 Frank Lloyd Wright Studio/Amberg home - Grand Rapids, MI
 Gibson Restaurant/Mangiamo’s - Grand Rapids, MI
 Voigt House – Grand Rapids Public Museum - Grand Rapids, MI
 Senator William Alden Smith Estate – Grand Rapids, MI
 Hackley and Hume Estate – Muskegon County Museum, MI
 St. Marks Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 First Methodist Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Westminster Presbyterian Church – Grand Rapids, MI
 Reagan Marketing – Grand Rapids, MI
 Wealthy Street Theater – Grand Rapids, MI
 Graham Home – Lowell Museum, MI
 Women’s City Club – Grand Rapids, MI

No one in Michigan has more experience, expertise, or volume 
of projects in restoration painting.

616-308-8849
www.bylsmapainting.com

Midtown CraftsMidtown Craftsmenmen
The old house experts.

6 1 6 . 2 4 5 . 5 9 7 0   |   w w w . m t c r e s t o r a t i o n . c o m 

ahead in revenue for the year. June 
is last month of 2021 Community 
Development Block Grant monies from 
city.  The 2022 fiscal year for CDBG 
allocations begins July 1.  Some board 
members suggested that we explore 
with the Finance Committee the pros/
cons/logic of moving our fiscal year 
to align with that of one of our biggest 
funders (HUD/CGBD). 
Staff Reports: Amanda has been 
exploring ways to address speeding 
and littering problems in the 
neighborhood, including yard signs 
to remind drivers to slow down. She 
solicited thoughts from the board on 
creating a Public Safety Committee and 
received general support of the idea.  
Per board request, she will check if 
other neighborhood associations have 
such a group. 
Land Use:  WOOD-TV is proposing a 
gated fence deterring unauthorized 
entry to their (and Heritage Hill 
Association office) property.  Brief 
discussion ensued about how 
keyed access impacts our work as a 
neighborhood association accessible 
to the public and the perception of 
being behind a locked gate. The board 
suggested to wait and see what the 
design plans are and then determine 
how it will affect entry to the office.
Administration:  As it relates to WOOD-
TV fencing proposal, decisions as to 
an office move – if necessary - will be 
discussed at a later date.
Garden Tour:  Planning is going well.  
About 15 – 20 vendor/artisan booths 
are contracted for the park.  A food 
truck has been secured to sell from a 
resident’s driveway.  Already more than 
$15,000 raised in sponsorship monies.  
Ticket sales have been good.  Karen Coy 
has been handling multi promotional/
PSA spots in support of the event.  
Neighborhood newcomer, Denise Cook, 
has been managing the Pleasant Park 
Marketplace portion of the event.
Community Engagement:  National 
Night Out will take place on August 3.
New Business: Rich App noted that 
the Mayor signed a new proclamation 
announcing this day as the celebration 
of 616 Day in Grand Rapids (June 16 = 
6/16).
If you would like an item placed on the 

Board agenda, please call the HHA office 
at 459-8950 before 4:00 p.m. of the second 
WEDNESDAY of the month. If you would 
like to address the Board regarding an 
agenda item, public comment is taken at the 
beginning of each meeting. For non-agenda 

items, public comment is taken at the end of 
each meeting. Typically, Board meetings run 
from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
If you would like to receive monthly Board 
agendas via email, please email us your 
request (heritage@heritagehillweb.org)

First Park Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

10 East Park Place NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616 - 459 - 3203
www.parkchurchgr.orgREMEMBER

HERITAGE HILL 
PROPERTY OWNERS:
There is a City Preservation Ordinance 
that governs all exterior changes, 
repairs and/or additions to Heritage Hill 
properties. Call the Grand Rapids Historic 
Preservation Commission at 456-3451 
for information on approvals. You can 
access the application form at the City’s 
website, www.ci.grand-rapids.mi.us at 
the Planning Department section or at 
the Heritage Hill Association’s www.
heritagehillweb.org.

This ordinance applies 
to all exterior changes, 
repairs, and/or additions to 
your home and property.  
Items such as doors and 
windows including storms, 
yard structures, driveway 
and sidewalk approaches, 
and fences do need HPC 
approvals.

RODENT & TERMITE PREVENTION
To continue to keep our Heritage Hill 
homes safe and pest free, Healthy Homes 
Coalition of West Michigan reminds us 
to take measures to keep out common 
pests that have been problematic in past 
years, in our neighborhood. Rodents 
and termites both can cause extensive 

damage to homes if left unchecked. The 
following tips can help keep your home 
free from pest damage. 

Rodents. To prevent rodent activity, The 
National Center for Healthy Housing 
recommends:

• Seal holes and cracks in building 

foundations, utility openings and 
joints between materials. Use 
corrosion-proof materials such 
as copper or stainless steel mesh. 
Rodents can chew through many 
other materials and squeeze through 
tiny openings.

•  Add rodent barriers to foundation 
walls to make it more difficult for 
them to enter a building.

• Seal passages through interior 
�loors, walls, ceilings, and kick 
spaces. If possible, keep kick spaces 
open to limit places where rodents 
can hide.

• Keep bushes and trees at least three 
feet from homes. Bushes and trees 
near a home provide food, a living 
place and sheltered passage for rats 
and rodents.

• Ensure trash is stored in secure 
containers (covered garbage cans 
and dumpsters).

• Store food in rodent-proof 
containers

For more information see the Center for 
Disease Control website at https://www.
cdc.gov

Termites. Termites can damage 
properties extremely quickly leading 
to �inancial and safety concerns in 
your historic home. Infestations can 
be costly to homeowners and often go 
unnoticed until extensive damage is 
done. Prevention is key to stopping these 
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by Laska Nygaard
& Carly Durhan-Bruins 

Trusted Heating, Cooling, and
Plumbing for Every Season
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HERITAGE HILL’S BOILER SPECIALISTS
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expensive and potentially unsafe critters 
from targeting your home. Here are 10 
tips from the National Pest Management 
Association to prevent termites:
1. Eliminate or reduce moisture in and 

around the home, which termites 
need to thrive.

2. Repair leaking faucets, water pipes 
and exterior AC units.

3. Repair fascia, sof�its and rotted roof 
shingles.

4. Replace weather stripping and loose 
mortar around basement foundation 
and windows.

5. Divert water away from the house 
through properly functioning 
downspouts, gutters and splash 
blocks.

6. Routinely inspect the foundation of 
a home for signs of mud tubes (used 
by termites to reach a food source), 
uneven or bubbling paint and wood 
that sounds hollow when tapped.

7. Monitor all exterior areas of wood, 
including windows, doorframes and 
skirting boards for any noticeable 
changes.

8. Maintain an 18-inch gap between 
soil and any wood portions of your 
home.

9. Consider scheduling a professional 
inspection annually. Wood-boring 
insect damage is not covered by 
homeowners insurance policies.

10. Store �irewood at least 20 feet away 
from the house.

Call a reputable pest company if you 

suspect termites in your home. Visit 
https://www.pestworld.org/ or https://
www.epa.gov/safepestcontrol/termites-
how-identify-and-control-them for more 
information. 

REGISTER YOUR DOORBELL CAMERA 
WITH GRPD
Help solve car break-ins and other 
crime and safety issues in Heritage Hill 
by registering your outdoor cameras 
with GRPD. Once you register, if GRPD 
becomes aware of a crime in your area 
they may contact you to request review (cont’d on page 10)

of your video. Your cameras are not 
connected to GRPD. To access your 
videos, they must contact you to request 
access, and you must give permission and 
provide the video to them. Visit the City 
of Grand Rapids website or call to learn 
more: www.grandrapidsmi.gov/Services/
Register-a-Security-Camera-System or call 
456-3363. 

ARTPRIZE FIREWORKS
ArtPrize will once again have �ireworks 
for the opening ceremony, downtown 
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Mention this ad and receive 1 FREE hour of care!
Buy 2 hours of care, and get an additional hour FREE!

Welcome to First 
Church in the heart 
of Grand Rapids - a 
progressive Christian 
community of faith 
that is inclusive and 
affirming of ALL people. 

We look forward to 
connecting with you 
online! 

GRFUMC.org I facebook.com/
GrandRapidsFUMC

First United Methodist Church 
227 Fulton St E • Grand Rapids

near Gillette Bridge. This year the 
opening ceremony falls on September 
19 and �ireworks will begin around 9 
pm. The event is open to the public and 
includes music, art and celebrations 
beginning at 6:30 at Rosa Parks Circle. 

Fall Yard Cleanup
As fall comes, consider using fallen leaves 
as free mulch to nurture oil, plants and 

wildlife. You don’t have to leave the 
leaves and other plant debris exactly 
where they fall. You can rake them into 
garden beds, around trees, or make a 
yard compost bin or pile to let them 
turn in to nutrient-rich compost. Too 
many leaves can kill grass, but in soil 
can suppress weeds, retain moisture, 
insulate perennials, slow erosion, and 

boost nutrition. Leaving leaves in garden 
beds and done wonders for our Executive 
Director’s soil by leaving. You can also 
help wildlife. Hollow spaces in stems give 
small critters and pollinators places to 
hibernate. Turtles, toads, salamanders, 
moths and butter�lies all spend winter 
tucked under leaves. In spring, hold 
off on clipping dead plant stems and 
removing debris until 50-degree days 
return, so as not to destroy all the life 
you’ve worked to protect. 

For yard waste that you must dispose of, 
Grand Rapids offers collection and drop-
off services. 
For these services, yard waste includes: 
grass clippings, leaves, brush, twigs (less 
than two inches in diameter), and garden 
plants. It does not include: sod, dirt, 
stones, broken concrete, trees, tree limbs, 
logs, railroad ties, stumps, animal feces 
or dead animals.

2001 Butterworth SW is the site for free, 
year-round yard waste drop, for Grand 
Rapids residents. Normal hours are:
• April thru mid-December: Monday - 

Saturday 7:30 to 4:30
• Winter hours: Monday - Friday 7:30 

to 4:30
• Holiday Closures: New Year’s 

Day, Martin Luther King Day, 
Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day, 
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day

City options for paid curbside collection:

• Yard Waste Cart: $30 to order. You 
tip your cart, attach a yellow Yard 
Waste Tag to the cart. Each tag is 
$6.50.  Your yard waste collection is 
the same day as your regular waste 
collection.

• Yard Waste Paper Bag. Bags are 
$2.75 each. Items in the yard waste 
paper bag can’t weigh more than 30 
pounds.

• Yard Waste Bulk Tag. You can use 
a purple Yard Waste bulk tag for 
bundles of larger twigs or branches. 
You may also attach this tag to a 
non-City paper yard waste bag. 
These tags cost $2.75 each. Bundled 
branches and twigs shouldn’t be 
more than 4 feet long or 2 inches in 
diameter.

https://www.grandrapidsmi.gov/Government/
Departments/Public-Works-Department/Trash-
Recycling-Yard-and-Other-Waste/Yard-Waste-Services

N e i g h b o r h o o d  P o t p o u r r i (cont’d from page 9)

*Local PBS station membership required to access some content

ON THE FREE PBS APP*
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Board Notes

★cornerstonemi.org/ArtPrize
48 Lafayette Ave. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
cornerstonemi.org/ArtPrize
48 Lafayette Ave. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
cornerstonemi.org/ArtPrize
48 Lafayette Ave. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503

September 18 - October 4
Featuring 35+ artists

showcasing thier work!

Experience ArtPrize
at Cornerstone Church

Discussion at the April, 2025 
Heritage Hill Association Board 
Meeting included:

Public Comment:  C. Hamman shared 
that Central Reformed Church was 
looking forward to accommodation for 
Home Tour and mentioned assistance 
with providing an information table. 
President’s Report: 
a. Hand-in-�ive volunteers: B. Cody 
asked Board members about their 
outreach to potential sponsors for 
Home Tour. Most shared that securing 
timely responses had been dif�icult. 
All were encouraged to continue to 
follow up. 
b. Contacting potential sponsors: 
B. Cody asked each Board Member 
to reach out to at least �ive contacts 
seeking their potential sponsorship of 
Home Tour. He will share additional 
information through email on possible 
sponsors for outreach. 
c. VOTE: B. Cody reminded the Board 
that there would be no meeting in 
May due to Home Tour. The Board 
unanimously voted not to meet in July, 
following precedent that this month 
is summer break for HHA staff and 
board members. 
d. B. Cody shared information from his 
discussion with the Michigan Historic 
Preservation Network and will share 
resources with the Board via email.
Treasurer’s Report: L. Bracken noted 
�inancial statements included notes 
from the Finance Committee meeting 
the day before and there was nothing 
additional to add unless someone has 
questions.  At present, the Finance 
Committee is awaiting the results of 
Home Tour before making any other 
decisions. 
Home Tour:  L. Nygaard shared that 
they still needed chairs and tables 
for the food trucks and asked for 
volunteers to coordinate with the 
of�ice on items to share. S. De Haan 
thanked the Board for signing up 
as guides and urged that everyone 
continue to ask more volunteers.  
M. and A. Askoul stepped up to 
oversee the food trucks for Tour at 
Mooney Park. J. and R. Martin offered 
their backyard to store the tables 
Saturday evening. C. Durham-Bruins 
is providing most of the tables. There 

will be a food truck at the tour home 
on College NE. A food truck (ice 
cream and water) will be located at 
Central Reformed Church. Meyer May 
House, Central Reformed Church, 
and Stonecastle Dentistry will have 
restrooms for Home Tour patrons to 
use. J. Czubko will be at  the home at 
College NE to assist with ticket sales 

and oversee any ticket purchasing 
issues.
The Host and House Captain Meeting 
will be held on Thursday, April 24 at 
the Visitor’s Center at the Meyer May 
House. This is a time when Home 
Tour Hosts meet their captains and 
the procedures and expectations for 

(cont’d on page 12)
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Some neighbors made Heritage 
Hill Association aware some recent 
passings and even shared some 
memories of long time residents 
who will be missed:

Fred Lewis (Jan 16, 1929 – May 3, 
2021), long time resident of Heritage 
Hill, passed away peacefully at his 
home after a battle with cancer.  He 
is survived by his daughter Odessa 
Lewis, his brother Henry Allen Lewis, 
and loving friend Dorothy Douston. 
Fred lived at 535 Madison SE for 42 
years.
You may remember him from his spot 
on the porch, catching a breeze, and 
saying hello to the neighbors and 
people passing by.  He had a sweet 
friendship with his landlord’s boxer, 
Ms. Betty White, and of course her 
owner Liz.
Fred was a World War II Veteran.  
After he retired, he spent many years 
delivering for Meals on Wheels. He 
was a kind and generous man, and 
will be missed. 

Kay Courtney (July 28, 1934 – May 4, 
2021) passed away peacefully after 
an extended struggle with cancer 
and the residual effects of a stroke.  
She was born in Indianapolis IN 
and studied journalism at Indiana 
University.  She later married and had 
two children, Jim and Claire.  
In 1960 Kay relocated to Michigan 
where she worked as an editor before 
moving to Grand Rapids to become 
a residential real estate broker, and 
later establishing Kay Courtney & 
Associates.  She found her passion in 
real estate and particularly loved and 
appreciated historic homes.  Kay was 
known for her ethics, assertiveness, 

knowledge, and as an inspiring 
mentor to many realtors until her 
retirement in 2016 at the age of 82!
It is well known that Kay deeply 
loved her adopted home town of 
Grand Rapids as she was a long-time 
resident of Heritage Hill, a steadfast 
patron of the arts, and a generous 
contributor to many community 
developments.  Neighbor Liz Klinzing 
says, “If you live in Heritage Hill, there 
is a good chance Kay was involved in 
selling your house at some time.  She 
was referred to as the ‘Queen of the 
Hill’, and worked tirelessly to help 
people get into a beautiful old home.  
And it did not stop there.  She had a 
list of people that specialized in the 
restoration of historic homes, and 
would generously provide help and 
advice to homeowners.  She would 
invite you in to chat, share advice, and 
admire her beautiful home.  She was 
one tough cookie, but the people that 
loved her knew she had a heart of 
gold.  She was an icon in the Hill.  Her 
many loyal friends here will miss her 
dearly. ” 

Obituaries
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Board Notes (Cont’d from pg 15)

reminded the members that National 
Night Out/Annual Picnic is coming 
up in August and the City needs us to 
submit a form if we want to reserve 
any GRPD or GRFD representatives as 
a means to connect with community 
and promote safety. The Community 
Engagement Committee will meet, 
discuss, and make a recommendation 
to staff on what the Aug 3 event should 
look like.
Amanda C. provided an update on 
the traffic box project. Rich A. and 
Amanda joined a neighbor volunteer 
in a presentation to the city’s art 
commission sharing plans to cover 
up to a dozen traffic boxes with art 
by local talents using paint that is 
resistant to graffiti. The concept was 
well-received and the commission 
awaits specific samples from the artists 
before moving forward with execution. 
Jeff inquired how the call-for-entry 
was implemented and Amanda said 
it was announced in the Herald 
which reaches every household in 
the neighborhood as well as emailed 
to various relevant artist networks.  
Another member asked why “Gardens” 
was selected as an overall theme 
versus a social commentary of some 
sort since art is often an expression of 
commentary. Rich offered that public 
art is generally restricted from making 
such commentary and this is a public 
project.
Suzanne D. provided a big “thank you” 
to Rich, Wendy, Sarah, and Wayne 
for serving as organizers and HHA 
“ambassadors” on the recent walking 
tours that have proven to be quite 
popular
New Business:  Maria Z. S. asked the 
member if they wanted to cancel the 
June board meeting due to the business 
of  Garden Tour. Traditionally, the board 
doesn’t meet in May due to Home Tour. 
Wayne suggested that we continue with 
our June meeting as scheduled and 
there was general agreement.
Discussion at the June, 2021 Heritage 
Hill Association Board Meeting included:
Treasurers Report: The board’s 
feedback on the updated/streamlined 
monthly fiscal report was generally 
positive. The staff noted that all is on 
track for ending the year on budget but 
the Garden Tour may put association 

Tour will be presented. Monday, May 
13, will be the meeting time for guides 
to visit their assigned homes. Home 
Tour Hosts will be present along with 
the House Captains. House Captains 
will run the meeting, reviewing the 
route(s) guests will follow and guide 
speci�ic will be shown their station.
Land Use: On April 29th, L. Nygaard, 
J. Fowler, and J. Phillips attended 
a meeting with representatives 
from Mobile GR and the City Street 
Engineering Department to discuss 
changes to Cherry Street scheduled 
to begin that same afternoon. During 
the meeting, HHA was informed that 
the city was proceeding with its plan 
to eliminate parking on the north 
side of Cherry Street. Mobile GR also 
acknowledged that they had not 
reengaged with us prior to making 
this decision. During conversation, 
HHA requested that the city consider 
offering free parking permits on State 
Street for Cherry Street residents 
affected by this change. They indicated 
they would look into this request. 
The free merit parking pass would 
be a short-term (six-year approx.) 
implementation within the broader 
long-term bicycle infrastructure 
strategy for Grand Rapids. The 
Committee is currently awaiting a 
�inal decision regarding the permit 
request.
Community Engagement: A. 
Larimer informed the Board that she 
is stepping down from the position 
of chair. L. Nygaard mentioned that 
M. Azkoul and A. Azkoul would 
assume the role of chair(s).  The 
Board thanked Abi for her dedicated 
leadership of the Committee over 
the past couple of years. L. Nygaard 
reported that Community Engagement 
is preparing for Shakespeare in the 
Park in July.
Fundraising:  D. Cook shared that the 
Committee is actively brainstorming 
new and exciting ideas for upcoming 
fundraisers to engage the community 
and support HHA. Speci�ically, the 
committee is exploring activities that 
encourage participation and foster 
a sense of camaraderie. T-shirts are 
still being sold with various sizes still 
available. 

Board Notes

(cont’d on page 14)
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Special Thanks for
Urban Pharm for their 

Garden Tour Sponsorship

Of�ice Relocation:  L. Nygaard 
reported that the of�ice continues to 
be in contact with Trinity Health about 
whether there may be an opportunity 
to have a month-to-month lease for 
a period of time after the current 
lease expires on July 31; and about 
whether Mary Free Bed may have any 

non-pro�it-rate space for us, which 
Trinity offered to check for us. In the 
meantime, given that CDBG grant 
funds continue to be a target of the 
current administration, planning is 
being done for going remote as of 
August 1.
Technology:  J. Czubko shared that 
migration of phone system will occur 
after Home Tour. The committee is 
waiting on requirements to select a 
Customer Relationship Management 
(CRM) system.
Public Safety: C. Ervine shared 
that the Committee had a series of 
meetings over the last month to 
discuss the next steps for a renewed 
focus on Community Health, including 
a fortuitous meeting with Joann 
Hoganson, Community Wellness 
Division Director at the Kent County 
Health Department. Proposals for an 
HHA Lead Dust Hazard Abatement 
Tool-Share program are forthcoming.
Spring Litter Cleanup:  L. Nygaard 
reported that C. Durham-Bruins is 
organizing this year’s Spring Litter 
Cleanup. L. Nygaard reminded Board 
Members to sign up on Eventbrite to 
clean a block or more.

If you would like an item placed 
on the Board agenda, please call the 
HHA of�ice at 616-459-8950 before 

Board Notes

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT

Robert and Kerry Baldwin
David DeJonge

Linda Gill
Jay Grayson

Mitchell Hagerup
Michael Mesnak

Shahin and Jeni Taheri
Chris and Tom Truesdale

Gerald Wheeler

4:00 p.m. of the second WEDNESDAY of 
the month. If you would like to address 
the Board regarding an agenda 
item, public comment is taken at the 
beginning of each meeting. For non-
agenda items, public comment is taken 
at the end of each meeting. Typically, 
Board meetings run from 7:00 p.m. 
until 8:30 p.m.

If you would like to receive monthly 
Board agendas via email, please email 
us your request.

(cont’d from page 13)
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Heritage Hill Association
252 State St SE Ste 101
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
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Neighborhood advice 
from a resident expert. GrandRiverRealty.com

H E R I TA G E  H I L L  S P E C I A L I S T

330 Fuller Ave NE
(616) 293-5731

•
•
•

PETE BRUINSMA
Broker/Owner

25 yr. Heritage Hill Homeowner
Expert-level knowledge 
Experience-driven advice

Neighborhood Improvement & Public Safety 
organizing efforts of the Heritage Hill Association 
are in part funded by the City of Grand Rapids' 
Community Development Block Grant Programs.

2025 DATES TO REMEMBER
Wednesday, September 3,
October 1, November 5 &
December 3, 2025, 5-7pm

Heritage Hill First Wednesdays
Happy Hours

The Commons, @ The Oakwood,
547 Cherry St. SE

Sept. 8, 17, 22, 24; Oct. 13; Dec. 1 & 3
Heritage Hill Walking Tours

with Caroline Cook
Fulton St. Graveyard / Haunti ngs / South 
Hill Victorian Christmas / NEW! North Hill 

Victorian Christmas
Search Heritage Hill Associati on on 

Eventbrite or visit our website
and Facebook.

Wednesday, Sept. 17, October 15, 
November 19, 2025 @ 7pm

HHA Board Meeti ng
Community Educati on Conference Room

Hauenstein Center, 220 Cherry St. SE
(Locati on can change. Contact

us to confi rm.)

Deadline: Thursday, October 30, 3:00pm
For hardcopy Board candidacy to be 

received in the HHA offi  ce.
Details p. 6

Deadline: Sunday, November 2, 11:59pm
For e-mailed Board candidacy to be 

received at heritage@heritagehillweb.org
Details p. 6

Monday, November 10
Herald content & ads deadline – 

November / December issue

ANNUAL DATES
Sat., September 6, 2025, 8am – 12pm

Dumpster Day
Central Reformed Church Parking Lot

10 College Ave. NE

Friday, October 31 @ 5:30pm
Halloween for the kids in Pleasant Park

November 2025
1st Annual Holiday Decorati on Contest!

Date and locati on TBD

Tuesday, December 2, 2025 @ 6PM
Annual Membership Meeti ng /

Holiday Gathering - Locati on TBD

December 2025
Caroling & Cocoa with neighbors

Date and locati on TBD

Sat. May 16 & Sun. May 17 2026
Annual Weekend Tour of Homes

Saturday, June 20, 2026
Annual Garden Tour 


